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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Relief  on  way  for  hard-hit  Caribbean  area 


ST.  CHRISTOPHER,  Lee-  this  much  damage,"  Bourne 
ward  Islands  (BP)  —  Oliver  said.  "Luis  was  three  days  and 
Bourne  crouched  in  an  inner  hall  didn't  do  the  damage  Georges 
of  his  house  for  two  hours  along  did  in  an  hour  and  a  half." 
with  his  family  waiting  for  Georges  cut  a  path  through 
Hurricane  Georges  to  push  by.  the  Leeward  Islands  causing 
It  seemed  like  an  eternity.  heavy  damage  to  St.  Christ- 
"There  was  so  much  flying  opher  (St.  Kitts),  Antigua,  and 
debris,"  Bourne  said.  "All  you  Saba.  Kitts  lost  more  than  50% 
could  hear  was  the  wind  and  of  its  1998  sugar  cane  crop, 
things  hitting  the  side  of  tire  Almost  half  tire  churches  on 
building."  the  island  were  destroyed  and 

Four  hours  later,  the  sun  80  %  of  tire  island  hospital  was 
revealed  the  storm  damage,  blown  away. 

More  than  12,500  homes  —  85%  "These  people  are  going  to 

of  all  houses  on  the  island  —  have  a  real  challenge  rebuild- 
were  destroyed  or  damaged.  mg,"  said  Eddie  Pettit,  a  disaster 
The  extensive  damage  across  damage  assessor  who  works  for 
the  Caribbean  created  an  the  South  Carolina  Baptist 
immediate  need  for  volunteers  Convention, 
and  monetary  donations  to  "They've  lost  more  than  25% 
help  people  rebuild  their  dev-  of  the  available  resources  for 
astated  lives,  said  a  Southern  rebuilding.  When  you're  talk- 
Baptist  disaster  relief  expert.  ing  about  12,500  homes  that 
The  need  is  compounded  by  need  repair,  you're  talking 
massive  flooding  in  about  a  large-scale  task,"  he 
Bangladesh,  for  which  Southern  said. 

Baptist  missionaries  also  are  As  critical  as  the  need  is  for 
mobilizing  relief  ministries.  construction  teams,  the  need  buildinj 
"Hurricane  Hugo  [1989]  and  for  Southern  Baptists  to  rally  and  pi 
Hurricane  Luis  [1995]  came  financially  is  more  pressing.  comes 
through  here  and  neither  did  Money  used  to  purchase  Baptist 
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UNWAVERING  FAITH  —  Josephine  DeCosta  (left)  may  have  lost 
her  roof  and  most  of  her  earthly  possessions  when  Hurricane  Georges 
tore  across  the  Caribbean  Island  of  St.  Kitts,  but  her  hope  in  God 
remains  strong.  Eddie  Pettit,  a  damage  assessor  for  the  International 
Mission  Board,  talks  with  DeCosta.  (BP  photo  by  Chris  Turner) 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Preaching 


ISSISSippi 


Foreign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  president  R.  Keith  Parks  challenges  FMB 
trustess  to  lead  Southern  Baptists  from  the  discord  that  jeopardizes  the 
denomination  to  "an  unswerving  progress  toward  world  evangelization." 
Trustees  rose  in  applause  at  the  conclusion  of  Parks'  remarks. 


Lee  sets  endowment 


Nevada  Baptists  form  the  34th  9tate  convention  to  affiliate  with 
Southern  Baptists,  as  the  result  of  a  day-and-a-half  constituting  meeting  in 
Las  Vegas.  Tne  organization  of  the  new  convention  comes  30  years  to  the 
week  after  the  first  Nevada  Southern  Baptist  church  was  organized. 


Softball  wu«iers  named 


GEORGES'  AFTERMATH  —  Tom  Higginbotham  (right),  a  mission¬ 
ary  with  the  International  Mission  Boa  nr  surveys  the  damage  on  the 
island  of  St.  Kitts  with  International  Mission  Board  damage  assessor 
Eddie  Pettit  of  South  Carolina.  Southern  Baptist  volunteer  construction 
teams  will  be  needed  to  help  restore  houses.  (BP  photo  by  Chris  Turner) 


Oak  Grove  Church,  Smith  County,  recently  c 
revival  in  its  history.  With  visiting  evangelist  W. 
additions  —  30  by  baptism.  R.  C.  Bounds  is  pastor. 


One  father's  ideas  on  manhood 


Dear  Son,  ured  out.  I  don't.  I  just  have 

There  come  certain  times  in  fathers'  someone  who  guides  me. 

lives  when  they  recognize  certain  Real  men  are  committed  to  a 
matters  must  be  discussed  with  right  relationship  with  their  God. 
their  son.  You  are  so  young  and  I  am  so  I'm  not  talking  about  a  public 
inexperienced  in  the  ways  of  fatherhood,  confession/profession  upon  get- 
but  I  believe  one  of  those  times  is  upon  us  —  ting  caught  in  some  vile  act,  but  a 
long  before  it  should  have  been  necessary.  real,  every-day  effort  to  live  in  a 
Events  now  playing  out  on  the  national  manner  pleasing  to  God.  I  pledge 
stage  have  delivered  you  and  me  to  this  to  do  my  best  to  reflect  that  belief, 
point.  We  didn't  bring  about  those  events  but  The  way  to  God  is  through  his 

we're  going  to  have  to  pay  the  price  for  diem.  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  my  hope 
I  have  been  horrified  at  your  exposure  to  and  prayer  that  you  will  know 
the  perversity  of  our  leaders  and  the  sorry  Jesus  as  the  Rock  upon  which 

I  excuses  they  have  offered  for  their  you  can  build  your  foundation 
sinful  conduct,  which  has  only  for  life.  I  have  chosen  that  path, 
accelerated  in  the  last  few  months.  and  I  will  do  anything  within  my 
I  am  deeply  concerned  about  the  power  to  help  you  come  to  that 
impressions  you  are  gathering  from  belief,  too. 
the  childish  conduct  of  politicians  Real  men  are  committed  to 
and  others  who  increasingly  stoop  their  churches.  They  understand 
to  the  lowest  acts  in  order  to  save  the  importance  of  gathering  with 
their  own  hides.  I  myself  am  con-  brothers  and  sisters  in  Chnst  for 
fused  by  the  meaningless  utter-  fellowship,  study,  and  worship  of 
ances  currently  being  substituted  die  Heavenly  Father.  I  don't  mean 
for  rational  discourse,  so  I  know  just  showing  up  for  services  once 
how  you  must  feel.  a  week  in  a  nice  suit  I  mean  get- 

I  am  angry  that  thoughtless  pep-  ting  really  involved  in  the  work  of 
•  pie  have  forced  us  to  have  this  dis-  the  church,  and  I  pledge  to  model 
cussion  before  its  proper  time,  in  that  behavior  for  you. 
the  midst  of  what  should  be  an  age  Real  men  are  committed  to 
of  innocence  for  you,  but  I  have  a  their  families.  I  promise  that  you 
responsibility  as  your  father.  will  see  in  me  an  unconditional  lo’ 

I  want  you  to  know  what  it  means  to  be  mother  that  will  last  throughout  n 
a  real  man.  that  will  permeate  every  decision 

As  I  pondered  where  to  start  this  discus-  I  promise  to  be  there  for  you 
sion,  the  Lord  always  led  me  back  to...  me.  sister  as  long  as  God  grants  me  bi 
That  didn't  come  as  a  surprise,  since  I  involved  in  every  aspect  of  you 
prayed  for  you  many  years  before  I  saw  ing.  I  promise  that  you  can  depei 
your  face.  I  asked  for  you,  I  wanted  you.  This  short  list  is  not  meant  to  1 
and  God  saw  fit  in  his  wisdom  to  grant  my  tive,  but  it's  a  good  start  on  the  rot 
request.  So  here  goes.  the  man  God  so  deeply  desires  y< 

You  should  first  understand  that  I  am  an  I  do  not  lightly  approach  tru 
imperfect  man,  a  sinner  saved  only  by  the  manhood,  and  I  don't  want  to 
grace  of  God  through  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  the  awesome  power  of  Chris tia 
That's  a  fact.  I  do  n<^  wish  to  give  you,  the  hood  —  a  subject  for  another  da’ 
■Impression  that  1  have  all  of  this  life  fie-  '  Some  people  who  claim  mi 


POtf'T  HAVE  A  PLACE  TOR 
YOU  ON  THE  TEAM  ,  BUT  YOU 
CAN  BE  OUR  BEACON  —  ALL 
YOU  HAVE  TO  *DO  IS  SHOW 
UP  FOR  THE  SAME  AND 
ENCOURAGE  US  to 


Editor's 

Notebook 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


their  proud,  false  ways  will  ridicule  me  for 
making  these  promises  in  such  a  public 
manner.  The  very  fact  that  I  am  willing  to 
do  so  will  antagonize  them. 

I  do  not  answer  to  them,  but  to  the  God 
who  chose  in  his  love  to  save  me  from  an 
eternity  of  misery  and  darkness,  without 
whom  I  would  be  nothing.  In  light  of  what 
God  did  for  me,  I  consider  their  criticism  a 
badge  of  honor. 

I  pray  that  one  day,  with  your  own  chil¬ 
dren  at  your  feet,  you  will  feel  the  same  way. 

Love,  Daddy 
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President's  Journal: 

■  Our  Baptist 

family  reunion 

By  Dean  Register,  president 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


LAYOUT/DESIGN 
loylin  Davis 


s  been  a  long  time  since  I 
- - l.-I  _  ' _ lly  reunion. 


ventions,  I  am  sometimes  asked 
to  compare  our  beloved  conven¬ 
tion  with  others.  Each  state  con¬ 
vention  carries  a  characteristic 
style  unique  to  itself,  but 
Mississippi  Baptists  seem  to  love 
each  other  in  a  far  deeper  way. 

Sure,  we  have  our  differ¬ 
ences  and,  like  members  of  a 
family,  we  occasionally  fuss. 

However,  the  unifying  objec¬ 
tive  of  winning  our  world  to 
Jesus  far  outweighs  the  lesser 
issues  that  might  divide  us. 

With  the  State  of  Mississippi 
watching,  we  have  a  grand 
opportunity  to  demonstrate 
Jesus'  precept  that  "all  men  will 
know  we  are  his  disciples  by 
our  love  for  one  another"  (John 
13:35).  It  might  even  leave  some 
critics  shaking  their  heads  about 
the  amazing  works  of  God  that 
are  stirring  in  our  lives. 

Some  may  find  it  hard  to 
believe  what  God  can  do,  but 
none  will  doubt  that  he  alone  is 
doing  it. 

I  nope  you'll  come  to  the 
reunion.  Bring  a  large  platter  of 
prayer,  a  basket  of  encourage¬ 
ment,  a  pitcher  of  joy,  and  an 
appetite  for  the  Word  of  God. 

Kneeling  with  you  and 
serving  him. 

Register  is  pastor  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 


A.  attended  a  famil 
but  the  memories  o(  love  and 
laughter  still  stir  within  me  and 
turn  my  thoughts  toward  home. 

Aunt  Ruth  was  90  years  old 
when  I  last  saw  her  at  a  reunion 
back  in  Georgia.  My  wife  and 
children  chatted  beside  me  as 
we  slowly  worked  our  plates 
past  the  long  tables  of  roast 
beef,  chicken  and  dumplings, 
com,  peas,  and  potatoes,  and  an 
endless  array  of  pies  and  cakes,  from  the  table  of  God's  bless-  God's  challer 
Aunt  Ruth  shuffled  toward  ings  and  to  celebrate  his  grace  a  new  millenr 
me,  fixing  her  gray  eyes  on  my  for  the  glorious  salvation  he  en  our  vision 
face.  "So,  you're  Dean.  They  tell  has  richly  provided.  Having  st 

me  you've  made  a  preacher."  It's  an  opportunity  to  hear  four  different 

res  ma'am,  I  replied, 
while  my  children  giggled. 

"That's  mighty  hard  for  me  JL|  -  *  ffkM 

to  believe,  you  know.  —  but  MWmS 

then  God  often  does  umu/mg  ■'’«  T  '  m 

things!"  she  said.  ifgllfl 

\m,i  Kuth  Ai.yhVJ  nil  Shu  ■ 

mg  me  to  mark  el  .it  the  gnu  e  ot  ,**/*•'  y  *  »  To  g  -  If  -TV.  ”  .-i'&'sfi 

God  V-  I  mu  -ed  God  is  able  [S 

to  do  tar  more  than  we  dare  to  -  IS 

imagine  (Eph.  1:20). 

As  we  gather  tor  the  lulrd  ✓  i'f-  ;V=' 

annual  session  of  the 
Baptist  Convention 
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on  Oct.  27-28  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  I  hope  you'll  consider  it 
a  family  reunion. 

It's  a  time  to  renew  old 
acquaintances  and  make  new 
ones.  It's  an  occasion  to  feast 
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centers,  and  other  health-care  for  the  second  half  of  1999  will  their  preBt*,. 
providers,"  he  said.  The  Private  be  reviewed  in  the  spring.  whether  purchaser* 

Healthcare  Network  of  PHCS  Day  emphasized  the  pharmacy  or  by  maiTt^. 
includes  2,300  hospitals  and  Personal  Security  Program  this  record  should  make  if  v. 
270,000  physicians.  (PSP)  offered  by  the  Annuity  likely  that  patients  will  be 

O.  S.  Hawkins,  president  of  Board  still  is  a  traditional  expored  to  a  reaction  or  other 
the  Annuity  Board,  said,  "We  indemnity  plan  where  the  par-  drug-induced  problem  caused 
are  keenly  aware  that  affoidabil-  ticipants  can  choose  any  quali-  by  different  physicians  pre- 
ity  of  health  care  is  a  huge  con-  fied  physician  or  hospital  for  scribing  drugs  that  can  cause  a 
cem  for  most  of  our  pastors  and  treatment.  The  option  of  choos-  negative  interaction, 
other  church  staff  members,  ing  providers  in  a  PPO  in  order  All  Annuity  Board  partici- 
Avoiding  a  Jan.  1  rate  increase,  to  save  money  is  entirely  the  pants  will  receive  information 
and  introducing  other  cost-sav-  choice  of  the  participant.  and  identification  cards  to 

ing  measures,  is  die  kind  of  The  Annuity  Board  antici-  secure  benefits  with  the  new 
good  news  we  like  to  deliver."  pates  contracting  with  Merck-  providers,  including  infonna- 
In  addition  to  the  PSP  med-  Medco,  one  of  America's  largest  tion  cm  transfer  of  their  mail 
ical  plan,  the  board's  long-term  pharmacy  care  managers,  to  order  prescriptions, 
disability,  life,  accident  and  administer  the  prescription  Day  noted  both  PHCS  and 
accidental  death,  and  dismem-  drug  benefit  of  all  Annuity  Merck-Medco  have  Internet 
berment  plans  also  will  have  no  Board  plans.  The  giant  provider  sites.  Participants  with  Internet 
rate  increase  Jan.  1.  serves  more  than  50  million  access  can  visit  the  sites  to 

Day  said  a  few  groups  in  the  Americans  and  dispenses  3  mil-  determine  available  providers 
Employer  Security  Program,  a  lion  prescriptions  a  week  and  other  information.  They 
medical  plan  for  institutions  througn  more  than  53,000  local  are  www.phcs.com  ana 
and  churches  with  10  or  more  pharmacies,  and  some  900,000  www.merck-medco.com. 
employees,  will  have  experi-  prescriptions  a  week  through 
ence-based  rate  increases  Jan.  1.  mail  order.  Day  said  there  will 
Those  employers  will  be  indi-  be  no  increase  Jan.  1  in  the  co- 
vidually  contacted.  "The  only  payment  for  prescription  dmgs. 

participants  in  the  Personal  With  the  change  to  an  inte-  ^ 

Security  Program  who  will  have  grated  pharmacy  plan  adminis- 
an  increase  Jan.  1  are  those  who  tered  by  Merck-Medco, 
cross  an  age  bracket,  add  depen-  Annuity  Board  participants 
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Mississippi  Baptists  to  convene  Oct.  27-28 


treasurer  Jim  Futral  will  be  in  charge  of  tire 
Tuesday  evening  presentation. 

Other  featured  speakers  will  be  Jack 
Graham,  pastor  of  Prestonwood  Church, 
Dallas,  who  will  speak  at 
11:15  a.m.  on  Oct.  z7;  and 
David  Jeremiah,  pastor  of  B/V'  * 

Shadow  Mountain 

Community  Church,  El  B’H  ^  ^  *  *1 
Cajoh,  Calif.,  and  speaker  B|r  r 
for  "Turning  Point/'  radio  B% 

program .  Ts'J'l 

Each  year  a  Bible B1'  ' 

scholar  is  invited  to  lead  lc 
in  a  series  of  three  devo- 
Register  tionals  called  Bible  Graham 

Treasures. 

■  This  year's  Bible 

Treasure  speaker  will  beB^p1  't§S 

Bill  Tolar,  distinguished  WF 
professor  of  biblical  back-  W  1 

grounds  and  special  con- 
sultant  to  the  president, 

Southwestern  Seminary, 

Fort  Worth. 

Tolar  will  speak  on  the  BL-jf  /'*'  \ 

WgM  morning  and  afternoon  B7\ 4  ^ 


By  Tun  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  director 


The  163rd  annual  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  will  takeS***’  *T- ' 
place  Oct  27-28,  at  First  Bj  . 

Church,  Jackson,  with  the  Bi4p  !  jSf!j 
theme  "drove  in  Spiritual  pT*  { 

Power,"  according 


Forrest  Sheffield  of 
Tupelo,  chairman  of  the 
convention's  order  of 
business  committee. 

"We  have  some  very 
wonderful  exciting  ana 
gifted  speakers  enlisted 
who  will  be  spread  over 
the  convention  time  who 
will  provide  lots  of 
encouragement  and  good 
strong  Bible  preaching," 

Sheffield  said. 

Regular  features  of  the 
convention  include  the 
president's  address,  the 
convention  sermon,  and  a 
report  from  the  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi 
Convention 
(MBCB). 

Dean  Register,  pastor 
of  Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  deliver 
the  president's  address  at 
10:25  a.m.  on  Oct.  27. 

Register  is  eligible  for 
a  second  one-year  term  as 
president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion. 

Richard  Powell,  pastor 
of  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson,  will  deliver  the  conven¬ 
tion  sermon  at  4:15  p.m.  on  Oct.  28.  Chuck 
Pourciau,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Louisville,  is  alternate  preacher. 

Newly-elected  MBCB  executive  director- 


parking 

First, 

Jackson 

Preschool 
[drop  off 


Mississippi  St. 


Jeremiah 


Board 


Amite  St. 


Amite  St, 


Old  Capitol 


Tolar 


Futral 


Take  the  High  Street  exit  off  1-55.  Go  west  on  High  Street  to  the  intersection 
with  State  Street.  Turn  left  and  go  two  blocks  to  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Part  one  of  a  series  pastured  churches  in  Texas  and  text  naturally  infolds,  their 

Mississippi.  He  is  a  graduate  of  questions  and  comments  which 
e  Baptist  Record  asked  four  Blue  Mountain  College  and  have  become  a  part  of  me  then 
rs  in  the  state  of  various  Southwestern  Seminary.  become  part  of  my  message, 

ages  aid  with  varied  back-  Futral:  If  you 

grounds  to  answer  ques-  BR:  In  a  short  statement,  what  "challenging"  —  ex< 
tions  about  preaching,  is  your  philosophy  of  preaching?  i  '  ’ 

Over  the  next  several  Blythe:  Be  true  to  your  call-  your  mental,  emo 
weeks  their  responses  ing,  thoroughly  Biblical,  and 
regarding  the  act  of  preach-  preach  with  the  anointing  of 
ing,  the  state  of  preaching,  tod  so  as  to  effect  change 
and  resources  for  preach-  the  lives  of  hearers, 
ing  wffl  be  presented.  Futral:  Preaching  is  I 

After  34  years  of  pas-  proclamation  of  what  God  has 
tonng,  die  last  13  at  said,  in  a  way  that  people 
Broaamoor  Church  in  understand,  by  a  man  who  has 
Jackson,  on  Oct.  1st  Jim  had  an  experience  with  the  Lord. 

Futral  became  the  execu-  Pourciau:  Making  the  Word 
live  director-treasurer  of  of  God  real  in  the  daily  lives  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  my  peo^ '  ^ 

Convention  Board.  He  is  enough?  planning 

a  graduate  of  Blue  P 
Mountain  College,  phy  of  preaching 

attended  Southwestern  communicate  the  good  news  of 
Seminary,  and  graduated  Jesus  Christ  by  the  power  of  the  year 
from  New  Orleans  Holy  Spirit,  to  the  glory  of  God,  L.  _ 

Seminary  in  1977  with  a  for  the  salvation  of  the  lost  and  relieves  a  ^ 
master  of  divinity  and  the  edification  of  die  saved.  assists  in  worshi] 
with  the  doctor  of  min¬ 
istry  degree  in  1980.  F 

Dean  Register  is  the  preparation 
pastor  of  Temple  Church 


f  believe  tne  bible  is  saying 
d  thereby  can  be  shaped  by 
r  personal  bias  or  prejudice, 
avoid  error  in  application,  it 

_  .  _  *s  vital  that  die  foundational 

ulating, ^something  that  gets  study  in  clear  exegesis  and  in 
mental,  emotional,  and  interpretation  be  made  so  that 
lal  juices  flowing,  each  of  you  avoid  getting  off  base, 
areas  have  been  exactly 

in  that  to  me.  They  call  for  me  to  BR:  It  is  easy  to  fall  into  the 
think  beyond  the  norm,  to  trap  of  needing  to  fill  the  sanctu- 
think  deeper,  and  wider,  and  in  ary  rather  than  filling  the  pulpit. 
different  ways  in  order  to  for-  How  do  you  avoid  the  temptations 
can  mulate  what  I  feel  God  is  trying  of  seeking  to  entertain,  please,  and 
to  say  through  me.  impress  others  in  your  preaching, 

Pourciau:  The  most  chal-  father  than  just  preach  the  Word? 
lenging  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  Futral:  Tne  issue  of 
most  important  (step)  didn't  whether  preaching  is  enter- 
v  people.  Is  that  short  make  your  list.  For  me,  sermon  tainment  or  simply  instruction 
ough?  planning  is  the  most  challeng-  in  the  ways  of  God  is  a  valid 

Register:  My  own  philoso-  mg.  I  have  attempted  to  have  a  issue  to  discuss.  We  are  to 
*  '  ;  is  this:  to  sermon  plan  that  includes  text,  preach  the  word  and  we  are  to 
topic,  outline,  six  months  to  a  attract  others,  but  it  needs  to 

- - in  advance.  I  force  myself  be  understood  that  this  is  not 

to  take  the  time  to  do  this.  This  an  either/or.  One  thing  is  for 
great  deal  of  pressure,  sure,  if  no  one  is  present  in  the 
i  worship  planning,  sanctuary,  not  much  is  going  to 
and  helps  me  avoia  repetition.  take  place.  The  biggest  prob- 
BR:  Of  the  many  steps  in  sermon  lem  faced  by  preachers  today 

■  |  —  exegesis,  interpreta-  BR:  Veteran  preaching  instruc-  is  the  comparison  made 
'tion,  outlining,  illustrating,  appUca-  tor  Haddon  Robinson  says  that  between  pastors  and  the 
tion,  presentation,  etc.  —  what  is  the  application  is  the  most  dangerous  world's  greatest  communica- 
most  challenging  fiyr  you?  part  of  the  preparation  process,  with  tors  that  are  seen  almost  every 

Register:  I  would  say  devel-  more  heresy  preached  there  than  in  day  on  television.  To  me,  a 
oping  a  clear  and  memorable  any  other  part  of  the  sermon.  How  study  of  the  preaching  style  of 
outline  requires  the  most  from  do  you  avoid  preaching  heresy?  Jesus  reveals  that  his  commu- 
me.  Each  Thursday  I  complete  Pourciau:  I  agree  that  there  nication  was  both  appealing, 
an  interactive  outline  for  1800  is  great  danger  in  application,  and  soul-searching, 
to  2000  worshippers  to  use  on  The  danger  occurs  when  we  Pourciau:  It  all  boils  down 
both  a  master  of  divinity  Sunday.  Arranging  the  logical  take  our  pet  peeves  and  to  whom  I  am  going  to  obey, 

and  doctor  of  theology  order  and  flow  of  the  outline  attempt  to  impose  them  on  the  After  preaching  for  about  a 

degrees  in  concert  with  the  Scripture  Scripture.  I  try  to  avoid  this  by  year,  I  was  one  miserable  pas- 

Chuck  Pourciau  came  demands  a  lot  of  prayer  and  letting  the  Scripture  shape  the  tor.  I  wrongly  assumed  that 

to  First  Church,  sweat.  application  ana  not  visa  versa.  making  everyone  happy  was 

Louisville,  in  June  of  Blythe:  I  find  application  by  Register:  No  preacher  is  my  job.  God  and  1  had  a  heart 
1991.  A  native  of  far  the  most  challenging  and  infallible.  Errors  will  be  made  to  heart  talk  on  a  Florida  beach 
Louisiana,  he  is  a  gradu-  difficult  part  of  sermon  prepa-  unintentionally  from  time  to  late  one  night.  I  began  the  con- 
ate  of  Mississippi  College  ration.  Sometimes  in  the  time.  Since  heresy  involves  a  versation  by  asking,  "Why 
and  has  the  master  of  preaching  event  it  is  tempting  denial  of  what  is  clearly  can't  you  give  me  a  job  where 
divinity  and  doctor  of  to  stay  m  the  Biblical  world,  revealed  in  Scripture,  two  steps  all  I  have  to  do  is  please  one 

”irst,  boss?"  In  my  mind  ne  quickly 
ous-  responded,  "That's  what  you 
crip-  have.  Now  start  obeying  him." 
i  tne  If  I  keep  that  a  priority,  I  can 
cul-  overcome  that  ever-present 
ti  an  temptation  to  please  man  with 
:  the  my  breaching. 

>  its  Register:  I  decided  long  ago 
it  be  that  it  was  far  more  important 
him-  for  me  to  pursue  the  pleasure 
the  of  God  rather  than  the 
has  approval  of  man.  My  motives 
n  of  must  always  be  surrendered  to 
npo-  the  judgment  of  God.  Effective 
5  the  preaching  can  be  impressive 
one  and  entertaining,  but  that's  not 
God  the  main  purpose  of  it.  Any 
pastor  who  humbly  and  coura- 
with  geously  preaches  God's  Word 
mint  will  rio  doubt  inspire  and 
is,  if  please  some  hearers  and  prob- 
>ege-  ablv  disappoint  others. 

Main  Biithe:  It  sounds  simplistic, 
text,  but  this  is  really  true.  1  avoid 
ppo-  the  temptation  to  do  all  those 
into  things  bv  heeding  Paul's  words 
we  to  Timothy,  "preach  the  Word." 
reta-  If  1  set  out  to  entertain  then  I 
?  the  must  become  more  sensational 
leas.  Sunday  after  Sunday  or  the 
hat  1  people  will  leave  to  go  to  the 

Sue  next  dog  and  pony  show.  If 
on  what  1  preach  is  the  truth  then  I 
well  hope  the  people  are  pleased. 


counterparts  in  other  denominations  in  a  recent  Senior  pastors  of  those  churches  reported  an 
national  church-staff  compensation  study.  average  annual  income  of  $69,570. 

The  average  salary  for  a  senior  pastor  in  a  The  average  Roman  Catholic  priest,  mean- 
Baptist  church,  including  housing  and  utilities,  while,  was  paid  S21,580. 
was  $67,057  in  the  199/-98  National  Church  According  to  the  survey,  the  typical 
Staff  Compensation  Survey,  conducted  by  the  Protestant  church  with  a  budget  between 
National  Association  of  Church  Business  $750,000  and  $2  million  spends  about  45%  of  its 
Administration  in  Fort  Worth.  Texas.  annual  operating  budget  on  personnel. 

That  figure  is  much  higher  than  a  $36,046  The  average  number  of  staff  members  tor  a 
average  pastoral  salary  reported  in  another  .  church  with  -50-699  in  worship  attendance  is 
recent  survey  of  ministerial  salaries  in  Southern  13,  an  average  of  one  staff  member  for  each  85 
Baptist  churches  in  13  states.  That  is  at  least  church  members 

partly  because  the  Southern  Baptist  study  That  number  includes  full-time,  part-time, 
indudes  a  large  proportion  of  small  churches,  ministerial  and  support  staff. . 
which  pay  their  ministers  less,  while  the  inter-  The  study  reports  salary  levels  far  above 
denominational  study  is  skewed  toward  larger  another  recent  study  of  Southern  Baptist 
congregations.  churches  conducted  in’  13  Baptist  state  conven- 

ro  Ho  wing  Baptists  in  the  study  by  church  tions.  In  that  study,  however,  more  than  three- 
business  administrators  were  senior  ministers  or  fourths  of  the  churches  averaged  attendance  of 
priests  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  who  earned  an  250  or  lower. 

average  salary  of  $65,995,  Presbyterian,  $65,567;  In  the  study  by  church  business  admmistra- 
Methodist.  $64,940;  and  Assemblies  of  tors,  only  17%  of  the  churches  surveyed  report- 


Lee  WMU  establishes  Miss,  endowment 


vision  and  support,  noting  that 
'  '  first  "i 


this  is  the  first  "partnership 
WMU  endowment"^  established 
through  an  association. 

It  will  be  highlighted  as  a 
model  for  other  associations, 
he  said. 

Medders  told  the  group  that 
the  WMU  Foundation  will 
award  annually  5%  of  the  cor¬ 
pus  value  of  the  Mississippi 
WMU  Endowment  Fund.  The 
5%  will  be  divided  eauaUy 
between  the  Mississippi  WMU 
Executive  Board  ana  to  the 
WMU  Vision  Fund  for  missions 
projects 

The  WMU  Vision  Fund 
finances  WMU  activities  and 
missions  projects  not  funded 
through  other  channels.  The 


projec 

The 


(TUPELO)  —  The  Woman's  vision  and  support,  noting  that  WMU  Executive  Board  approves 
Missionary  Union  this  is  the  first  "partnership  the  projects  in  an  annual  budget 

Associational  Leadership  Team  WMU  endowment'^  established  which  generally  includes  such 
of  Lee  Association,  Tupelo,  has  through  an  association.  things  as  WMU’s  Project  HELP 

given  the  initial  gift  to  establish  It  will  be  highlighted  as  a  emphases,  Christian  Women's 
the  Mississippi  WMU  model  for  other  associations.  Job  Corps,  a  pre-college  retreat 
Endowment  Fund  with  the  he  said.  for  the  children  of  missionaries, 

national  WMU  Foundation.  Medders  told  the  group  that  assistance  to  WMU  in  new  work 

Associational  WMU  Director  the  WMU  Foundation  will  areas,  GA  camps  in  new  work 
Jane  Bums,  a  member  of  award  annually  5%  of  the  cor-  states  and  language  materials. 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  pus  value  of  the  Mississippi  For  more  information,  con- 
Tupelo,  announced  the  estab-  WMU  Endowment  Fund.  The  tact  Mississippi  WMU  at  P.O. 
lisnment  of  the  fund  August  18  5%  will  be  divided  equally  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 

at  the  team's  monthly  meeting.  between  the  Mississippi  WMU  0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800 
The  leaders  plan  to  encour-  Executive  Board  ana  to  the  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
age  all  WMU  members  in  their  WMU  Vision  Fund  for  missions  (800)748-1651. 

association  and  District  II  to  projects.  . . - . 

give  $1  per  month  to  the  fund.  The  WMU  Vision  Fund  Friends  of  Barbara  Massey, 
Alan  Medders,  president  of  finances  WMU  activities  and  design  editor  for  Girls  in  Action 
the  WMU  Foundation,  com-  missions  projects  not  funded  magazines  for  SBC  WMU,  have 
mended  the  women  for  their  through  other  channels.  The  established  the  Barbara  Massey 

Children's  Network 
Endowment  Fund 
with  the  WMU 
Foundation.  .  . 

The  purpose  of 
the  fund  is  to  accom¬ 
plish  Massey's 

dream  of  network¬ 
ing  with  children's 
leaders  around  the 
world  for  profes¬ 
sional  development 
and  the  creation  of 
resources. 

The  groundwork 
for  the  project  was 
laid  during  the  1995 
Baptist  World 
Alliance's  Women's 
Department  meet¬ 
ing  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina  when 
she  met  children's 

Present  at  the  announcement  of  the  Barbara  Massey  Children's  Network  leaders 
Endowment  Fund  were:  (from  left)  Dellanna  O'Brien,  SBC  WMU  executive  direc-  around  the  world, 
tor;  Gary  Furr,  Massey's  pastor  at  Vestavia  Hills  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham;  However  the 
Massey;  Alan  Medders,  WMU  Foundation  president;  Sylvia  DeLoach  and  Jan  expenses  of  fiansla- 
Turrentine,  the  fund's  initiators;  and  June  Whitlow,  WMU  senior  associate  exec-  tors,  equipment 
utive  director.  (BR  special  photo)  resources  have 


prohibited  the  project  from 
materializing.  r 

Alan  Medders,  WMU 
Foundation  president, 

announced  Sept.  9  that  friends 
and  co-workers  had  established 
the  fund  to  facilitate  the  project. 

The  Foundation  will  award 
5  percent  of  the  fund's  corpus 
value  each  year  to  fund  pro¬ 
jects  to  that  end.  A  native  of 
Laurel,  Massey  has  served  on 
the  national  WMU  staff  for 
nearly  20  years. 

Prior  to  then,  she  was  on  the 
staff  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

Dellanna  O'Brien,  WMU 
executive  director,  commended 
Massey  for  her  vision  and 
expressed  appreciation  for  her 
19  years  as  editor  of  the  Girls  in 
Action  magazines*  AwaWy- 
Discovery,  -and  GA  .World 
For  more  information,  “con¬ 
tact  the  WMU  Foundation, 
P.O.  11346,  Birmingham,  AL 
35201-1346. 


WMU 


J.  ^  — 

Bv  Carl  M.  White  ship.  It  also  brought  in  women  who  had  The  site  location  for  the  two  Jackson  hous- 

Associate  Editor  never  been  involved  in  WMU  before.  es  is  still  not  finalized,  according  to  Rebecca 

— - - -  "The  week  also  highlighted  the  best  Williams,  state  VVMU  president,  though  they 

Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union  Southern  Baptists  have  to  offer  —  coopera-  will  likely  be  in  inner  city  Jackson  JFTans  are 
(WMU)  leacrers  met  at  Camp  Garaywa  Oct.  tion,"  she  said,  noting  more  than  20  underway  for  a  vanetv  of  ministry  events 
15  to  continue  making  plans  for  churches  in  the  Birmingham  area  helped  during  the  six  day  building  blitz. 
Mississippi's  participation  in  the  1999  make  the  effort  a  success.  Fifty  percent  of  the  volunteer  slots  for 

WMU /Habitat  for  Humanity  housing  WMU  signed  an  agreement  with  construction  workers  is  reserved  for 
blitz  In  six  days  during  July  1999,  Habitat  for  Humanity  International  in  June  Mississippi  women  on  a  first-come-hrst- 
Mississippi  WMU  women  and  other  1997  to  recruit  volunteers  and  raise  serve  basis.  The  other  half  will  come  from 
women  from  around  the  country  will  build  $258,500  in  money  and/or  materials  to  out-of-state.  ,  . 

two  houses  in  Jackson  as  part  of  an  eight  build  eight  Habitat  houses.  While  construction  spots  are  limited,  the 

r  1  *  r"— 1,1  ■ini«i i  *-*■>... - --- - -  biggest  need  is  going  to  be  tor  vol¬ 

unteers  to  help  in  ministry  projects, 
preparing  food,  transporting  work¬ 
ers,  and  keeping  plenty  of  water 
available  to  workers. 

All  volunteers  must  be  registered 
through  the  national  WMU  volunteer 
connection  program.  Applications  are 
now  available  from  the  national  and 
state  WMU  offices. 

For  more  information  contact  the 
state  WMU  office  at  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free  outside  of 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  Or  contact 
the  national  WMU  office  at  P.O.  Box 
_  830010,  Birmingham,  AL  35283- 

Director  DeUanna  O'Brien, 'who  worked  MAKING  PLANS  -  Linda  Smith  (left)  of  Calvary  Church,  rlnfriSd^l  this 

f™  tkmo  Have  r»n  ihp  Fairfield  house.  "It  h/-Lmn  HicmccM  minicirv  ntans  with  Lisa  Strone  (rieht)  of  First  Baptist  In.,  contributed  ti 


women  from  arouna  tne  country  win  Duna  m  money  <uiu/u 

two  houses  in  Jackson  as  part  of  an  eight  build  eight  Habitat  houses, 
house  building  blitz. 

Dates  and  locations  of  other  houses 
to  be  constructed  are:  July  11-Aug.  14, 

1999,  in  Circleville,  W.  Va.,  and  Pine 
Ridge,  S.  D.;  and  July  11-17,  1999,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Portland,  Ore.;  and 
Albuquerque,  N.M. 

The  first  of  the  eight-house  blitz  was 


completed  Sept.  12-19  in  Fairfield,  Ala., 
by  a  team  of  Z00  WMU  volunteers. 

The  Fairfield,  Ala.,  house  was 
dubbed  the  "pilot  project"  for  WMU 
and  most  of  the  workers  were  employ¬ 
ees  from  the  organization's  national 
headquarters  in  Birmingham. 

"The  week  exceeded  all  of  our  expec¬ 
tations,"  declared  WMU  Executive - 

Director  Dellanna  O'Brien,  who  worked  MAKING  PLANS  —  Linda  Smith  (left)  of  Calvary  Church,  UU1V^ 
for  three  days  on  the  Fairfield  house.  "It  Jackson,  discusses  ministry  plans  with  Lisa  Strong  (right)  of  First 
was  an  opportunity  for  good  fellow-  church,  Jackson,  at  Camp  Garaywa.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White)  story- 


Present  at  the  announcement 
of  '}■  the  Mississippi 

WMU  Endowment  Fund  Aug. 
18  were  (standing)  Judy 
Anderson,  Women  on  Mission 
consultant  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Saltillo;  Mary  Jane 
Nethery,  missions  support  con¬ 
sultant  and  member  of  Calvary 
Church,  Tupelo;  Ann  Peach, 
missions  study  consultant  and 
member  of  Auburn  Church, 
Auburn;  Angela  Phillips,  secre¬ 
tary  and  member  of  First, 
Saltillo;  (seated)  Jane  Burns, 
associational  WMU  director 
and  member  of  Harrisburg 
Church,  Tupelo;  and  Alan 
Medders,  president  of  the  WMU 
Foundation.fBR  special  photo) 


WMU's  O'Brien 
released  from 
hospital 

BIRMINGHAM  Ala.  (BP)  — 
Dellanna  W.  O'Brien,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  was 
released  from  a  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  hospital  Oct.  13,  a  little 
more  than  two  weeks  after  suf¬ 
fering  a  mild  stroke.  She  will 
continue  to  receive  physical 
therapy  as  an  outpatient. 

National  WMU  President 
Wanda  Lee  told  employees  at 
the  national  WMU  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Birmingham  Oct.  14 
that  she  continues  to  be 
pleased  with  the  progress 
O'Brien  is  making.  "She  has 
had  a  wonderful  beginning  to 
a  terrible  situation,"  said  Lee,  a 
registered  nurse  of  more  than 
25  years. 

Lee  told  employees  that 
O'Brien  has  been  told  that  she 
can  return  to  the  office  when 
she  feels  ready.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  Lee  said,  O'Brien's 
administrative  assistant  will  be 
working  with  her  a  few  hours 
each  week  at  home. 


October  22, 1998 
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Focus  on  Family  V.P.  addresses  ministers 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"My  heart  is  in  the  pastorate,"  said  H.  B.  America  is  still  a  nation 
London,  vice  president  of  the  division  for  of  small .  churches, 
pastoral  outreach  at  Focus  on  the  Family.  London  said  it  makes 
He  was  the  featured  speaker  at  the  him  angry  when  he  sees 
Covenent  Ministerial  Fellowship  (CMF)  small  church  pastors 


"My  heart  is  in  the  pastorate, 


•astoral  outreach  at  Focus  on  the  Family. 

the  featured  speaker  at  the 


conference  at  First  Church,  Gulfport. 

After  spending  31  years  pastoring, 

London  has  been  with  the  Colorado 
Springs-based  ministry  founded  by  his 
first  cousin,  James  Dobson,  since  1992. 

Of  the  345,000  protestant  senior  pastors 
in  the  United  States,  London  observed, 

"From  Episcopalian  to  the  hyper-charis¬ 
matic,  we  are  all  pretty  much  the  same. 

"At  Focus  on  the  Family,  our  motto  is 
'Every  Moses  needs  an  Aaron.'  We  are  here 
to  hold  up  your  arms  in  battle,"  London 
told  the  group  of  Gulf  Coast  pastors  attend¬ 
ing  the  fall  Call  To  Koinoma  Conference, 
one  of  a  series  of  area  conferences  held 
around  the  state  sponsored  by  CMF. 

Founded  in  1996,  CMF  is  a  volunteer  fel¬ 
lowship  of  Southern  Baptist  ministers.  At 
the  heart  of  the  CMF  strategy  to  stengthen 
and  encourage  pastors  is  a  ministerialcode 
of  ethics  that  each  member  signs.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  CMF  provides  various  conferences 
and  educational  events  and  helps  organize 
local  support  groups. 

London  says  there  are  five  realities  that 
cause  him  concern  when  he  lays  awake  at 
night: 

♦  London  is  concerned  that  many  pas¬ 
tors  have  the  audacity  or  arrogance  to 
think  that  they  can  make  it  going  solo. 

"None  of  us  are  strong  enough  to  fight 
this  battle  alone,"  he  saicL 

"You  Southern  Baptists  have  this  arro- 

?ance,  that  you  are  the  only  Ijoat  in  the  sea.' 

ou  are  not,  and  you  are  not  above  being  tality,  but  for 
called  into  accountability  by  other  people.'  ~ — ** 

♦  London  fears  that  pastors  are  ( 
to  do  what  they  do  for  the  wrong  reasons, 
t  "T.  S.  Elliot  said,  'The  greatest  treason  is 
to  do  the  right  thing  for  the  wrong  reason.' 

So  you  have  more  in  Sunday  School  than 
anyone  else.  Too  many  are  more  i“"  *"~J 


better  than  me.'" 

♦  London  is  con¬ 
cerned  when  he  sees 
ministers  who  act  as  if  I 
they  and  they  alone 
have  all  the  answers. 

There  are  three  rea¬ 
sons  why  pastors  move 
so  much,  London 
observed.  First,  rather 
than  manage  crisis,  they  respond  to 
r  - - — 

and  stop  growing' 

Thira,  instead  of  saying  to  yoin  congre¬ 
gation,  "This  is  what  Goa  is  saying 
about  the  church,"  a  pastor  says, 
what  I  heard  on  a  tape  that  someone  else  is 
doing."  .  • , 

"If  you  don't  spend  quiet  time  with 
God,  you  won't  have  a  word  from  God  for 
your  congregation,"  he  warned. 

♦  London  is  worried  that  pastors  are 
forgetting  that  they  are  servant/ shepherds, 
not  CEOs  of  the  church. 

"People  are  not  looking  for  a  CEO  men- 
*  '  a  shepherd,  whose  voice  they 

_ _  recognize,  and  who  walks  in  the  market 

tempted  place  enough  to  know  what  people  are 
experiencing,"  he  said. 

"I  long  to  see  us  put  away  the  facade  of 
professionalism  and  live  where  our  people 

_  are,  and  hold  their  hands.  They  is  what 

interested  they  deperately  need." 


IN  FOCUS  —  H.  B.  London  (left),  vice-presiaent  ot 
sion  for  pastoral  outreach  at  Focus  on  the  Family, 
moment  with  Mike  Harland  (right),  minister  of  i 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) _ 

•  -  .  crisis  ♦  London  fears  that  pastors  are  walking 
SecondT* to^many '  p^oreTtof  studying  into  the  battle  without  the  power  to  stanS 
■  7  r  the  onslaught  of  the  enemy. 

"In  Judges,  in  the  story  of  Samson,  there 
to  me  is  this  one  phrase  that  gets  to  me;  'He 
this  is  walked  into  the  battle  to  fight  the 
Philistines  and  had  not  realized  that  the 
power  of  God  had  left  him.'" 

Henry  Blackaby,  in  an  interview  with 
London,  said  that  he  had  to  move  the  start 
of  his  day  up  to  4:30  a.m.  in  order  to  make 
adequate  time  for  God. 

"It  takes  a  determined  and  committed 
man  of  God  to  give  extraordniary  time  to 
God,"  London  said. 

Pastors  need  to  spend  more  time  conserv¬ 
ing  the  members  they  have  and  beating  the 
bushes  for  the  lost,  rattier  than  taking  pride  in 
receiving  someone  else's  members,  he  said. 

Ministers  interested  in  joining  a  support 
group  or  seeking  more  information  can 
contact  CMF  at  r.  O.  Box  5301,  Brandon, 
MS  39047;  or  telephone  (601)  992-3768. 

Miss,  pastors'  salaries  lag  behind  thirteen  states 

Bv  Carl  M  White  director  of  the  Kentucky  Missouri,  Mississippi,  North  pastor  receives  $33,925  in  com- 

Associate  Editor  Baptist  Convention.  Carolina,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  pensation.  The  13-state  average 

-  Compensation  is  salary  Tennessee,  and  Virginia.  is  $36,046,  or  $2,121  higher. 

Part  two  of  a  series  plus  housing,  whether  count-  While  pastors  as  a  group  in  In  addition,  the  average 

ing  a  housing  allowance  or  the  the  13-state  study  have  seen  an  Mississippi  church  spends 
Mississippi  pastors  are  still  fair  rental  value  of  a  parson-  8.8%  increase  in  compensation,  $6,826  in  benefits  for  the  pas- 
below  the  average  for  13  states  age.  The  13  states  are  they  still  arepaid  less  than  work-  tor.  Benefits  include  such 
in  compensation;  according  to  a  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  ers  in  other  fields  with  compare-  items  as  retirement,  medical 
recent  studv  by  Don  Spencer,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  ble  skills,  according  to  Spencer.  insurance,  life  and  disability 

*  *  *  _ _ .  iirliA  incuranro  arid  CftriA  1  QPm  T*1 1 V 


Be  sure  to  turn  clocks  back 
one  hour  before  retiring  on  the 
evening  of  Saturday, 

Oct.  24,  as  day- 
light  savings  4m  n 
(DST) 

ends  at  2  a.m.  £  ^ ^ 
on  Sunday,  V  \  # 

Oct.  you 

forget,  you're 
likely  to  get  a  big  9  \ 
surprise  when  you 
show  up  for  Sunday  School! 


New  column  to  explore  Miss,  'directions' 


Today  I  introduce  a  new  fea¬ 
ture  in  The  Baptist  Record.  As 
you  and  I  are  in  the  early  steps 
of  our  journey  together  as  exec¬ 
utive  director-treasurer  and 
Baptist  family,  I  invite  you  to 
join  me  at  this  spot  week  after 
week  in  order  that  we  might 
think  together,  pray  together, 
laugh  together,  and  look  togeth¬ 
er.  We  will  seek  directions  as 
the  family  of  God.  In  Scripture 
there  is  no  more  beautiful 
imagery  than  Jesus  leading  his 
flock.  Beneath  that  picture 
could  be  the  caption  from  the 
Lord's  lips,  "My  sheep  hear  my 
voice  and  they  follow  me." 

Through  this  column  I  will 
seek  to  stay  connected  with  you 
personally  and  individually. 
Each  week  I  will  share  with  you 
some  information,  or  some 
inspiration,  or  insights  that  will 
help  us  to  keep  our  focus  on  our 
direction  together.  At  times  this 
column  may  be  a  paper  pulpit, 
and  at  other  times  it  may  be  an 
arena  of  celebration  as  we  share 
the  joy  of  what  God  is  doing 
among  us.  At  some  times  there 
may  be  a  call  to  action  regarding 
some  special  need,  but  in  the 
main  I  will  seek  to  share  my 
heart  with  you  regarding  the 
direction  of  Mississippi  Baptists. 

It  is  a  fact  that  many  vyonder- 
ful  things  are  happening  in  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
It  is  true  mat  at  many  levels  and 
in  many  places  we  are  on  the 
move.  At  the  same  time  there 
are  great  needs  and  there  is 
much  to  be  done. 

We  must  act  cmickly  and  we 
must  act  responsibly. 


‘DirectX  lns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


How  do  we  find  directions? 
Often  there  are  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  ideas,  detouring  concepts, 
and  varying  voices  that  it  is 
hard  to  know  which  way  to  go. 

Last  year,  at  the  conclusion  of 
a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  with 
fireworks  and  special  activities, 
my  family  and  I  were  caught  in 
the  "everybody  leaves  at  the 
same  time"  traffic  jam.  We  were 
at  an  intersection  with  a  red 
light,  but  there  was  a  live  police¬ 
man  standing  out  there  direct¬ 
ing  traffic.  The  policeman  start- 
ea  motioning  for  me  to  turn,  so 
I  started  to  turn  left  only  to  see 
another  policeman  standing 
over  to  my  left,  blowing  a  whis¬ 
tle  and  motioning  for  me  to 
stop,  and  so  I  did.  Right  out  in 
the  middle  of  everything.  That 
policeman  realized  that  the 
other  policeman  had  told  me  to 

fo,  and  now  he  begins  to 
emand  that  I  get  out  of  the 
intersection.  I  rolled  my  win¬ 
dow  down  and  was  going  to  ask 
him  what  they  redly  wanted 
me  to  do,  but  before  I  could  ask, 
he  told  me  in  no  uncertain 
terms,  "Get  movin'!"  and  he 
showed  me  the  way. 

At  times  there  will  be  those 


who  will  be  saying  this  way  or 
that  way,  and  others  will  be  say¬ 
ing,  another  way.  Again  the 
question  arises,  how  do  we  find 
direction?  The  Lord  does  not 
leave  us  directionless.  Here  is 
reassurance  from  the  Word, 
"Looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author 
and  the  finisher  of  our  faith." 

I  generally  have  a  pretty 
good  sense  of  direction,  ana 
whether  it's  finding  a  building 
in  the  downtown  part  of  the 
city  or  finding  a  place  out  on  a 
Mississippi  rural  road,  for  the 
most  part  I  have  little  problem. 
Recently  Shirley  and  I  were  at 
Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina, 
and  one  afternoon  we  went  to 
Nashville.  My  wife  knew  what 
she  was  looking  for  and  I 
thought  I  had  a  pretty  good 
idea  of  how  to  get  there.  The 
weather  was  overcast  with  a 
mountain  mist  blowing  in 
every  direction.  You  could 
barely  see  in  front  of  you  and 
winding  around  in  an  unfamil¬ 
iar  town,  I  was  not  sure  what 
direction  I  was  going.  Since  the 
sun  was  not  out  anal  could  not 
get  my  bearings  from  it,  I 
glanced  up  at  tne  directional 
indicator  in  the  car,  I  was  sure  I 


was  going  south  but  it  said  I 
was  going  north.  Typical  male 
that  lam,  1  assumed  tnat  the  car 
was  wrong.  As  I  drove  on  for 
several  more  minutes,  it 
became  apparent  that  the  signal 
was  correct  and  I  was  wrong. 
Time  to  turn  around. 

Christ  has  called  us  to  a 
great  and  glorious  task.  We 
will  look  to  him  and  he  will 
guide  us.  When  we  tend  to  go 
off  in  every  direction  on  our 
own  we  will  trust  him  to  redi¬ 
rect  us  and  one  by  one,  church 
by  church,  association  by  asso¬ 
ciation,  we  will  gather  around 
him  and  sing,  pray,  and  follow 
—  "Lead  on  oh  Ring  eternal, 
the  day  of  march  has  come." 

Please  join  me  in  prayer  as 
we  look  forward  to  our 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
that  wifi  meet  October  27-28, 
1998,  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 
I  hope  you  can  attend,  but  even 
if  you  are  unable  to  be  present, 
pray  for  those  who  are  going  to 
be  on  the  program.  Pray  tnat 
God  will  guide,  use,  and  bless 
through  mem.  Pray  for  our 
convention  as  decisions  will  be 
made,  business  will  be  con¬ 
ducted,  friendships  will  be 
renewed,  and  hearts  will  be  lift¬ 
ed.  Pray  that  we  might  all 
remember  that  we  represent 
him  more  than  we  represent 
just  us. 

Pray  that  our  convention 
might  be  the  kind  of  meeting 
that  when  we  dismiss  and  dis¬ 
burse  to  our  places  of  service 
and  work,  that  people  might 
take  note  of  us  that  we  have 
been  with  Jesus. 


Clarke  reunion 
planned 

The  1960,  1961,  and  1962, 
classes  of  Clarke  Memorial 
College  (CMC),  have  planned 
a  reunion  at  Lake  Tiah 
O'Khata  in  Louisville.  A  time 
of  fellowship  will  be  held  in 
the  afternoon  followed  by  a 
banquet  at  7  p.m.  Any  person 
who  attended  CMC  (regard¬ 
less  of  year)  or  faculty  member 
may  attend.  For  banquet  reser¬ 
vations  ($17.50  per  person), 
call  Annie  Laurie  Fleming 
Thornton  at  (601)  856-4744, 
or  write  to  138  St.  Augustine 
Drive,  Madison,  MS  39110. 

Don  Moore  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  program.  Other 
committee  members  are 
David  and  Ina  Patterson 
Weekly,  Bobbie  Shumate 
Haggerty,  Mildred  Hutchinson 
Rogers,  and  Hiram  and  Joan 
Curran  Fleming. 


SWBTS  faculty  to  endorse  amended  'BF  &  M' 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP)  —  Faculty  members  at  Southwestern  Despite  objections  by  some  professors,  faculty  spokesman 
Seminary  will  be  required  to  sign  the  updated  "Baptist  Faith  and  James  Spivey  said  it  was  not  his  understanding  that  the  faculty 
Messaee"  statement  and  teach  accordingly  or  sever  their  relationship  would  be  forced  to  sign  the  revised  document,  but  that  it  would 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP)  —  Faculty  members  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  will  be  required  to  sign  the  updated  "Baptist  Faith  and 
Message"  statement  and  teach  accordingly  or  sever  their  relationship 
with  the  seminary.  President  Ken  Hemphill  said. 

"Southwestern  is  a  confessional  institution,  and  our  charter  and 
bylaws  are  clear  and  have  been  clear  for  decades,"  Hemphill  said 
in  a  prepared  statement. 

Professors  at  the  seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  have  long  been 
required  to  sign  a  pledge  to  teach  in  accordance  with  the  "Baptist 
Faith  and  Message,"  the  official  doctrinal  statement  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 

According  to  the  faculty  manual,  professors  who  can  no  longer 
subscribe  to  the  seminary's  articles  of  faith  are  expected  to  "vol¬ 
untarily  sever  relations  with  the  institution,"  Hemphill  said. 

This  summer  the  convention  revised  the  statement,  however, 
adding  an  amendment  on  the  family,  which  gained  nationwide 
publiaty  because  of  its  emphasis  on  a  wife's  submission  to  the 
authority  of  her  husband.  It  was  the  first  amendment  to  the  state¬ 
ment  since  1963,  when  the  convention  approved  several  revisions 
in  the  document  first  drafted  in  1925. 

While  a  faculty  spokesman  said  the  faculty  is  "overwhelming¬ 
ly  supportive"  of  the  family  amendment,  some  faculty  members 
said  they  object  to  adding  tne  amendment  to  the  seminary's  arti- 
nf  faith  h^rause  it  annlies  a  Darticular  interpretation  to  select- 


be  "entirely  voluntary."  He  said  faculty  members  were  not  told 
they  would  have  to  resign  if  they  refused  to  sign  it. 


Hemphill  and  file  faculty  discussed  the  issue  at  a  general  faculty 


David  Porter,  director  of  public  relations  for  Southwestern,  said 
no  deadline  has  been  set  for  faculty  members  to  sign  the  statement. 

However,  one  faculty  member  told  a  reporter  the  underlying 
message  given  to  professors  was  "sign  on  or  sign  off."  The  prima¬ 
ry  objection  of  many  faculty  members,  he  said,  is  that  the  policy 
under  which  they  were  employed  and  granted  tenure  —  signing 
the  1963  statement  —  has  been  changed.  And  he  said  it  was 
implied  that  the  new  signing  would  mean  that  "we  agree  with 
anything  passed  in  the  future." 


October  22, 1998- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
-from  personal. attacks.  The  opin- : 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  lie  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


REFRAIN  FROM  GAMBLING  Many  churches  go  by  the  old 

adage,  "Lord,  you  keep  our 
Editor:  pastor  humble,  and  we  will 

I  read  with  interest  the  letter  keep  him  poor." 
of  October  8  from  Andy  The  Bible  teaches  that 
Brasher,  "Gambling  not  sin."  I  Christians  should  stand  up 
read  the  letter  several  times  against  the  wiles  of  Satan,  no 
before  I  really  got  the  gist  of  it.  matter  in  what  form  they  come. 

I  Cor.  8:13,  among  other  scrip-  Jim  Burke 
tures,  gives  good  advice  to  the  Waynesboro 
Christian.  He  should  refrain  from 
doing  anything  that  would  cause 

a  weaker  brother  to  stumble.  This  GAMBLING  INFLUENCES 
would  include  gambling. 

The  analogy  of  a  casino  and  Editor: 
a  church  as  wdens  of  iniquity"  Any  way  you  look  at  it, 
is  hard  to  accept.  It  is  possible  gambling  can  have  an  influence 
for  a  lost  sinner  to  be  on  a  on  others  if  you  gamble.  Many 
church  membership  roll  by  have  lost  their  homes,  business- 
some  hook  or  fashion.  es,  and  other  material  things 

A  New  Testament  Church  is  because  they  gambled, 
made  up  of  a  group  of  bom  Someone  has  said,  "It's  OK 
again,  scripturally-baptized  to  go  to  the  casino.  I  saw  my 
believers  in  Jesus  Christ  —  who  Sunday  School  teacher  there." 
assemble  for  Bible  Study,  wor-  The  fact  the  teacher  was  seen 
ship  training,  and  fellowship.  there  seemed  to  indicate  it 
A  Christian  is  prone  to  sin  was  OK. 
but  not  habitually,  according  to  Then  there  are  those  who  say 
1  John  3.  When  he  does  sin  he  is  the  food  is  great  so  they  go  and 
sorry  and  remorseful  and  asks  eat  there.  I  have  always  been 
forgiveness  from  God.  taught  that  if  you  get  too  close 

As  for  some  pastors  leaving  to  the  fire,  you  will  get  burned, 
one  church  and  going  to  anoth-  Admittedly,  you  can  go  the 
er  church  for  more  money,  the  casino  and  just  look  around, 
writer  is  correct.  A  church  but  you  being  there  doesn't  set 
should  take  care  of  the  pastor  a  very  good  example  for  other 
so  that  his  needs  can  be  met.  Christians. 


Now,  don't  get  me  wrong,  I  and  child  abuse.  The  high 
sin  as  much  as  the  next  person  schools  are  loaded  with  drugs 
and,  1  reckon,  sin  is  sin,  wrong  and  crime.  Immorality  is  a 
is  wrong,  regardless.  Also,  I  major  problem, 
don't  know  mat  gambling  is  Las  Vegas  courts  can  not 
any  worse  than  overeating  or  decide  wnat  perversion  is. 
exceeding  the  speed  limit.  Children  are  at  risk.  People  in 

Satan  always  looks  good.  I  their  fifth  marriage  by  age  30. 
have  never  known  him  to  Young  people  in  soap  opera 
appear  as  the  Boogie  Man  family  trees.  Why  have  it  here? 
"with  horns  and  a  pitcnfork."  Mississippi  is  a  state  of  law 

Should  we  strive  to  set  an  and  democracy.  Let's  ban  legal 
example  for  others?  Then  gambling  as  our  wise  forera- 
should  we  ask  ourselves  if  vis-  tners  dia. 
iting  a  casino  or  gambling  sets  David  Howell 
that  example?  Brandon 

The  only  good  thing  I  can 
see  that  comes  from  casinos  is 

that  the  American  Indian  is  get-  BEING  GOOD  STEWARDS 

ting  back  a  little  of  what  we 

whites  took  away  from  him.  Editor: 

Billy  Wayne  Ethridge  Gambling  is  still  sin  in  God's 

Collinsville  eyes.  First  of  all,  it's  not  your 

money  or  my  money.  It's  God's 
money,  and  he  expects  us  to  be 
BAN  GAMBLING  IN  MISS.  good  stewards  witn  it.  Gambling 

is  not  the  way  of  a  good  steward^ 
Editor:  so  the  problem  here  is  misuse. 

Since  I  pastored  a  mission  not  excess  of  habit, 
church  in  Nevada  for  two-and-  Second,  what  is  a  person's 
a-half  years  in  the  early  1990s,  I  only  motive  for  gambling?  Do 
would  like  to  respond  to  the  they  go  to  lose?  I  think  not.  I 
letter  "Gambling  Not  Sin"  in  don't  know  of  a  casino  that  gives 
your  Oct.  8  paper.  loans.  When  you  borrow  from  a 

The  long  range  effects  of  bank,  you  pay  the  loan  back 
gambling  are  devastating,  with  interest.  This  is  not  a  gam- 
Nevada  is  a  leader  in  divorce  ble,  but  a  business  agreement. 


Class  A  Men,  Rienzi  Church,  Rienzi 


'98  Miss.  Baptist  State  Softball  Tourney  Champs 


A  total  of  120  softball  teams  entered  the  three  tournaments  sponsored  this  summer  by  the  Sports  Ministry  Program  in  the 
ALERT  the  World  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB).  Winners  are  depicted  below.  For  more 
information,  contact  Tom  Prather,  ALERT  the  World  Coordinator,  MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone;  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Class  AA  Women,  Saudersville  Church,  Saudersville 


Class  A  Women,  Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


Class  AAA  Men,  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon 


Class  AA  Men,  Russell  Church,  Meridian 


Class  AAA  Women,  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton 
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up 

1  i 

Are  you  serious 
about  the  Word? 


W.u  a  rPvenV,e  most  of  the  states  rewording  the  Eighth  Southern  Baptist  Churches  in 

P™  .  ^er  for  them-  that  offer  it,  and  many  state  lot-  Commandment  to  say  '"Hum  Alcorn  County,  Miss.,  had  an 

Se  Ve  (  r  j  -  ?  families.  The  tenes  are  riddled  with  corrup-  shalt  not  steal  ...  in  excess!"  executive  committee  meeting  on 
man  o  God  is  human  like  you  tion.  Therefore,  states  with  Secondly,  Jesus  does  warn  us  Sunday,  October  11,  1998.  At  the 
or  me  ana  ne  nas  to  live  too.  If  gambling  must  get  additional  to  not  spend  our  time  judging  meeting,  the  executive  committee 
you  qui  your  job  for  a  higher  revenues  from  taxes.  and  condemning  others  (Matt,  passed  a  resolution  commending 

payn^°n!:.tVeT,0U.S0ld  %our  Taxes  generate  more  rev-  7:1),  but  rather  to  focus  on  and  you  for  taking  a  biblical  stand  on 
soul,  inetrutn  will  set  you  tree,  enues,  because  everyone  pays  remove  our  own  sins  (Matt.  7:5).  homosexuality.  We  realize  that  you 

me  fv111™  ”9*  ^  mem  except  those  on  welfare.  Jesus,  however,  does  instruct  have  received  a  great  deal  of  criti- 

lnstitution  it  s  the  body  of  Gambling  gets  its  revenues  us  to  be  careful,  telling  us  a  tree  cism  from  the  gay  community,  the 
Christ.  Yes,  people  are  sinful  by  from  those  who  gamble.  Thus  I  (person)  shall  be  "known  by  its  liberal  media,  and  even  the  White 
nature,  but  sin  should  never  prefer  taxes  as  a  revenue  source,  fruit"  (Matt.  7:16).  House.  We  want  you  to  know  that 

dominate  over  our  Christian  Governments  need  money  According  to  the  Bible,  gam-  there  are  Christians  who  appreci- 
vaiues  and  our  walk  with  God.  to  pay  their  bills.  The  notion  bling's  root  motive  is  "the  love  ate  your  courage  for  boldly  speak- 

So  when  we  are  m  doubt  that  governments  don't  need  to  of  money,"  causing  many  to  ing  out  when  being  quiet  would 

^out  something,  maybe  we  levy  taxes  to  pay  their  bills  is,  "fall  into  temptation  and  a  have  been  easier.  Our  prayers  will 

should  take  2  Cor.  6:16-7:1  and  as  George  Bush  used  to  say,  snare"  (1  Tim.  6:9-10).  be  with  you  as  you  continue  to 

1  5-17  to  heart.  "voodoo  economics."  Thanks  be  to  God  that  serve  in  the  Senate. 

Bob  Leach  Kevin  Waller  through  repentance  and  faith,  Trevanion  Smith,  chair 

Blue  Springs  Meadville  .  the  sm  of  gambling,  like  all  Christian  Action  Committee 

other  sin,  can  be  forgiven  and  Alcorn  Baptist  Association 

_ _ _  .  „  healed  through  the  blood  of 

GAMBLING  IS  A  SIN  SINS  CAN  BE  FORGIVEN  Christ! 

Stephen  Forfer  THANKS  FOR  HELP 

Editor:  Editor:  Mize 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  In  response  to  the  letter.  Editor: 

Andy  Brasher  s  letter,  which  "Gambling  Not  a  Sin,"  by  Words  seem  inappropriate 

appeared  in  the  October  8  issue  Andy  Brasher,  affirmation  is  LOTT  COMMENDED  to  express  my  thanks  on  behalf 

of  The  Baptist  Record.  I  disagree  due  for  at  least  two  painfully  of  citizens  of  Pascagoula  and 

with  his  position  on  gambling.  truthful  but  valid  points.  Editor:  surrounding  areas  to  the  Miss. 

Gambling  is  a  sin.  Pro.  13:11  First,  like  casinos,  even  Responding  to  the  criticism  of  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  and 
says  that  wealth  gained  houses  of  prayer  (churches)  Mississippi  Senator  Trent  Lott's  the  Miss.  Woman's  Missionary 
through  vanity  will  decrease,  indeed  can  be  and  often  tragi-  view  of  homosexuality,  the  Union  Disaster  Relief  Team,  for 
but  wealth  gathered  through  cally  are  made  into  "dens  of  Alcorn  Association  executive  helping  us  after  Hurricane 
labor  will  increase.  iniquity"  according  to  Jesus  committee  on  October  11  passed  Georges. 

1  Tim.  6:10  declares  that  the  (Mark  11:17).  a  resolution  to  (commend)  U.S.  Jim  Didlake,  Kay  Cassibry, 

love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  The  primary  distinction  here  Sen.  Trent  Lott  for  his  biblical  and  the  Baptist  volunteers  were 
evil.  Gambling  encourages  lazi-  is  the  inherent  nature  of  each,  stand  on  homosexuality.  caring  ana  organized  to  get  the 

ness,  and  promotes  the  false  Since  Jesus  himself  established  When  Lott  was  interviewed  job  done, 
idea  that  a  person  can  get  some-  his  church,  it  is  thereby  inher-  by  talk  show  host  Armstrong  They  gave  a  visible  witness 

thing  for  nothing.  Gambling  ently  righteous.  Whereas,  a  William,  Lott  stated  that  he  to  what  Mississippi  Baptists  are 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  tc\  those  who 
xvljeUtve  in.his.nameiJoi\n  L12). 

...  - >n r\'< 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


who  oppose  the  homosexual 
lifestyle  were  "backward  in 
their  thinking." 

The  Alcorn  Association  exec¬ 
utive  committee  asked  the 
association's  Christian  Action 
Committee  to  send  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  to  Lott: 

The  Alcorn  Baptist 
Association,  which  represents  32 


We  have  a  great  ■sfcate-con- 
vention.  I  knew  that  before  this 
disaster. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  all  of  us 
will  support  our  new  leader, 
Jim  Futral,  as  our  convention 
stays  on  the  cutting  edge  of 
ministry. 

Rex  Yancey,  pastor 

First  Church,  Pascagoula 


Does  your 
church  face  the 
deacon  dilemma 

Developing 


con  Ministry  Te 
ion  resource,  hel 
eacon  dilemma  1 


The  Boyce  College  offers  the  BA. 
and  A. A.  degrees  in  Biblical  Studies 
to  God-called  men  and  women  with 
these  distinctives: 

•  Confessional.  Committed  to  histone 
Baptist  convictions 

•  Focused.  Provides  classical  biblical 
and  theological  studies 

•  Relevant.  Addresses  worldview 
issues  of  the  21st  century 

•  Practical.  Dedicated  to  local  church 
ministry,  evangelism,  and  biblical 
preaching  and  teaching 


ministry  needs 


ich  deacon  s  s 
itryfiteams  to 


Consultant  in  Deacon 


Sunday  School  Board 


lea.  Deacon  Ministry  Consultant 
tist  Convention  Board 

14  * 

KXMC  IS  AVAILABLE  FOR  $6.95  EACH. 
eader’s  Guide  for  $24.95  each. 

tall  Baptist  Book  Stores 


James  r.  ooyce  ^ ouege  oj  we  nwi 

a  school  of  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
2825  Lexington  Road  •  Louisville.  Kentucky  40280 
1  800  728-7044  •  Visit  us  on  the  web:  www.sbts.edu 
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Bill  Causey,  recent¬ 
ly  retired  executive 
director-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board, 
and  Larry  Kennedy, 
president  of  William 
Carey  College,  recog¬ 
nized  19  Mississippi 
Women's  College 
alumnae  at  Fall 
Convocation  held 
recently  on  the 
Hattiesourg  campus. 


William  Carey 
College  students  ana 
Tim  Glaze,  director. 
Baptist  Student  Union, 
will  participate  in  mis¬ 
sion  trips  Oct.  30-Nov. 
7  in  Galeana,  Mexico, 
and  Houston,  Texas. 
The  trip  to  Mexico  will 
involve  17  students 
and  Glaze  working  in 
conjunction  with  "A 
Mission  of  Love,"  a 


Causey  and  Kennedy  non-denominational. 


multicultural  ministry  found¬ 
ed  by  Bobby  Shurden  ,  pastor 
of  Crestview  Church,  Petal. 
Twelve  students  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  trip  to  Houston 
where  they  will  take  part  in  an 
inner  city  ministry.  Students 
will  work  with  the  Gano 
Baptist  Center  to  coordinate 
street  and  children's  ministries. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Glaze  at  (601)  582-6386. 


Winters  School  of  Music 

will  present  Markus  Schirmer, 
a  renowned  Austrian  pianist,  in 
concert  as  part  of  the  1998-99 
William  Carey  College  Concert 
Series  Nov.  17  at  7  p.m.  in 
Smith  Auditorium.  A  native  of 
Graz,  Austria,  Schirmer  stud¬ 
ied  at  the  Graz  Academy  of 
Music.  For  ticket  information, 
contact  the  music  department 
at  (601)  582-6175. 


Revival  Dates 


Gunter  Road,  Florence: 

Oct.  25-28;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m., 
mini  concert,  5:30  p.m.,  and 
worship,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Jim  Bryant, 
evangelist;  Jerry  Jay  and  The 
Bryants,  music;  Gene  Jordan, 
pastor. 

Grandview,  Pearl:  Nov.  1-4; 
Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jim 


Futral,  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  evangelist; 
Major  McDaniel,  Clinton, 
music;  Wade  Chappell,  pastor. 

.  •  New  Hope,  Starkville:  Oct. 
25-28;  Sunday  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Dale 
Walker,  pastor,  Sturgis  Church, 
speaker;  Archie  Chesser,  music; 
David  C.  Holston,  pastor. 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF 

MUSIC:  Send  resume  to 
Providence  Baptist  Church, 
263  Zumbro  Road, 

Cleveland,  MS  38732. _ 

PIANIST:  Richburg  Baptist 
Church.  Only  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  services 
required.  Please  send  resume 
to:  RBMSC,  309  Sandy  Run 
Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 
PART-TIME  MUSIC,  YOUTH 
OR  MUSIC/YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TER.  Stringer  Baptist  hutch, 
PO  Box  65,  Stringer,  MS 
39481.  Call  (601)  425-2889 
After  5:00  P.M. 


CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT: 

Available  to  perform  the  following  ser¬ 
vices  to  churches  and  ministers:  Church 
Audits,  Agreed  Upon  Procedures  over: 
Internal  Controls,  Cash  Receipts  and 
Disbursements,  and  Legal 
Compliance,  as  well  as  tax  planning 
and  preparation.  For  questions  and 
consultation  cal  I ,  (601 )  4 10-000 1. 
EVANGELIST  available  for  revivals^ 
crusades,  etc.  lames  Broadwater, 
M.Div.,  (504)  288-7480. 

RODGERS  ORGANS:  Sales  and  Service: 
(888)  556-3213  or  (504)  524-1216. 
COOL  SPRINGS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
TATE,  GA.  is  searching  for  a  full-time  min¬ 
ister  of  youtIVeducation.  Cool  Springs  is 
located  along  the  1-575  corridor  in  beauti¬ 
ful  north  Georgia  in  an  area  that  is  f&t 
becoming  a  bedroom  community  to  north 
metro-Atlanta.  Please  send  resume  to 
Diana  Brown,  PO  Box  22,  Tate,  Ga., 
30107.  Fax  is  770-735-3805. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used! 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  (ackson 
(601)948-3391.  Since  1965. 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-in,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  (ackson, 

MS  (601)  372-7700. _ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
G lassworks,  Inc.  1-800605-2970. 
WANTED:  Missionary-minded  couple 
to  serve  the  Lord  in  a  home  caring  for 
children  qeeding  a  place  to  live.  This 
evangelical  organization  has  been 
meeting  the  physical,  emotional  and 
spiritual,  needs  of  children  for  103 
years.  .Compensation  includes  hous¬ 
ing,  food,  insurance  and  retirement. 
This  is  not  a  behavior  modification 
facility.  Call  Mr.  Taylor  at  Palmer 
Home  for  Children  (601)  328-5216. 


HOMECOMIN( 


Carson,  Carson:  Oct.  25; 
94th  year;  Sunday  School; 
morning  worship  with  Charles 
Harvey;  meal  in  fellowship  hall 
followed  by  an  afternoon  of 
testimony,  singing,  and  shar¬ 
ing;  Milton  Scott,  pastor. 

Cranfield  (Adams-Union): 

Oct.  25;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.pi.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  noon 
meal  in  fellowship  hall; 
singing,  1:30  p.m..  Sisters  in 
Christ,  guest  singers;  Curt 
Wilson,  Meadville,  guest 
speaker;  Tony  Mullins,  pastor. 

Bentonia  (Yazoo):  Oct.  25; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  ll  a.m.;  lunch  following 
fellowship;  Andy  May,  Holly 
Bluff,  guest  speaker;  Cliff  Pace, 
pastor. 

Glendale  (Washington): 

Oct.  25;  worship,  11  a.m.; 
speaking  during  the  service 


will  be  Buddy  Hampton, 
Eunice,  La.,  and  Ed 
Pendergrast  and  Donald 
Pouns,  former  pastors;  lunch 
will  be  served  at  12:30  p.m.; 
special  communion  celebration 
will  begin  at  2  p.m.;  Keith 
Dendy,  pastor. 


Zion  Hill,  Union  County 
Association:  Oct.  25;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  noon  meal;  1  p.m.. 

Promise  Land,  music;  5:30  p.m., 
hay  ride  and  fellowship;  H.  G. 
West  Jr.,  Tennessee,  guest 
speaker;  Mark  Harrison,  pastor. 


Holy  Land  &  Egypt 

Dec  27,  1998  -  Jan  7,  1999 
12  Days 


Including:  Bethlehem,  Bethany,  Nazareth,  Cana, 
Caesarea,  Sea  of  Gallilee,  Tiberius,  Capernaum, 

_  Jerusalem,  Mt.  Zion,  Mt.  of  Olives,  Gethsemane,  Mt. 

Tom  Larrimore  Tabor,  Jericho,  Dead  Sea,  Egypt,  Mt.  Sinai,  Suez 
1 1 56  Winnrose  St.  Canal,  Pyramids,  and  much  much  more! 

(60lT956O89^2 ' '  *  There's  no  place  on  earth  like  the  Holy  Land 

•  Celebrate  the  last  New  Year's  Day  of  this 

,  Century  with  us  in  the  Holy  Land 

My  travel  experience  ' 

is  your  peace  of  mind.  •  The  best  Christian  guides  and  superior 

accommodations 


Relevant.  Practical.  Cutting-Edge  Doctrinally 
Sound.  User-Friendly 
These  qualities  describe  what  busy 
ministers  need  in  a  post-graduate  program  that 
will  prepare  them  to  lead  the  Church  in  the  21st 
century.  The  Doctor  ot  Ministry  degree  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  is  a  professional  degree  that  will 
help  you  take  your  ministry  to  a  new  level  of 
excellence  and  effectiveness 

Featuring  specializations  in ... 


md  ■  1 


and  my  mMtry  anhrad  Would 
I  do  *  agMn?  W  Would  I  do  *« 


NOBTS  opens  registration  for  Miss,  courses 


Rhodes.  Purvis  Center  at  First  Learning,  taught  by  Lynn 
Church,  Purvis,  from  6:30-8:30  Jones.  BoonevUle  Center  at 
prn.  First  Church,  Booneville,  from 

•  Music  Administration,  .  7-9  p.m. 
taught  by  Buddy  McElroy.  •  Music 

Meridian  Center  at  Northcrest  Administration,  taught 
Church,  Meridian,  from  6:30-  by  Ed  Nix.  Principles  of  C/Y 


8:30  p.m.  Teaching 

•  Music  Administration,  ana  c 

taught  by  Joe  Elliott.  McComb  Learning,  ^ 

Center  at  East  McComb  taught  by  ^ 

Church,  from  7-9  p.m.  Doug 

•  Music  Administration,  Warren. 

New  Testament  Survey: 
The  Epistle  of  Paul  and 
Other  Writers,  taught  by 
Bill  Duncan.  Columbus 
Center  at  First  Church, 
Columbus  and  Golden 
Triangle  Association  office 
in  Columbus,  from  7-9 
p.m. 


eminary 


Learning,  taught  by  Ken  Principles  of  Teaching  and 


The  Church  Leadership 
Certificate  Program  is 
designed  to  train  laypersons  to 
serve  as  part-time  education 
ministers,  music  ministers,  or 
pastors.  For  more  information, 
contact  coordinator  Chester 
Vaughn  at  268  Northpointe 
Parkway,  Jackson,  MS  39211- 
2412.  Telephone:  (601)  956- 
6285.  The  NOBTS  College  of 
Undergraduate  Studies  can  be 
contacted  at  (800)  NOBTS-01. 


Focus  on  your  health  and  the 
health  of  your  family  members 


Focus  on  protecting  you  and 
your  family  with  good  health 
disability  and  life 
coverage.  0  0  w 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 

rf'irftC  tert,  lackson  j 


_ _  noon 

.  '  ?! 

Our  ten-year-old  daughter  still  help  her  understand  the  sancti- 
wants  to  sleep  with  us  at  night,  ty  of  the  marriage  bed  when  die 
How  do  we  break  this  habit?  time  comes  to  be  joined  to  her 

spouse  for  a  lifetime. 

It  is  not  abnormal  for  chil¬ 
dren  to  crawl  into  their  parents'  Why  do  my  teenagers  want  to 
bed  but  as  they  get  older  and  it  listen  to  music  that  does  not 
becomes  a  ritual,  stricter  mea-  honor  God? 
sures  are  needed.  Don't  get 

frustrated  or  shame  your  Proverbs  22:15  tells  us  that 
daughter  for  simply  wanting  to  "Folly  is  bound  up  in  the  heart 
be  dose  to  you.  Prepare  her  by  of  a  child..."  Help  your  teens 
making  statements  such  as,  to  discern  what  is  right  for 
"You're  getting  older  and  you  them  in  terms  of  music  as  they 
need  to  stay  in  your  own  bed.  grow  through  this  period  in 
When  you  come  into  our  bed-  which  they  are  beginning  to 
room,  we'll  be  taking  you  back  make  decisions  for  them- 
to  your  own  bed  to  sleep."  selves.  At  this  point,  there  is  no 
Preparing  her  in  this  way  sets  substitute  for  communication, 
understandable  boundaries  —  Be  informed.  Don't  put  down 
but  be  siue  you  consistently  fol-  the  pop  music  they  like,  but 
low  through  with  actions  to  rather  talk  with  them  about 
match  your  words.  Experts  say  their  music  and  ask  how  they 
21  days  are  required  to  break  a  deal  with  the  parts  that  oppose 
habit;  you  will  have  to  enforce  their  Christian  testimony, 
these  boundaries  until  the  old  Enjoy  Christian  music  yourself 
habit  is  broken  and  a  new  one  is  at  home  and  in  the  automo- 
in  place.  Be  patient  and  offer  bile,  and  comment  to  them  on 
praise  on  the  nights  she  sleeps  why  you  like  that  type  of 
in  her  bed.  If  she's  sick  and  music.  Allow  them  to  spread 
wishes  to  sleep  in  your  bed-  their  wings,  praise  them  when 
room,  make  a  pallet  on  die  floor  they  succeed,  and  be  there  to 
next  to  your  bed.  She  will  even-  help  when  they  fall.  Your 
tually  realize  that  your  bed  is  example  can  show  them  that 
not  hers.  Taking  these  steps  at  music  is  a  wonderful  way  to 
this  stage  in  her  life  will  also  praise  our  Heavenly  Father. 


.m.i>  ii  ,qiii<now  v  .q.6 
airl3woll9i  nc  i  earn 


It  is  easy  to  say  you  are  going  to  “focus”  on  well-being, 
but  taking  the  first  step  is  essential.  A  good  start  is  to 
evaluate  your  overall  health.  Another  important  step  is  to 
look  over  your  life  and  health  coverage. 

For  assistance,  stop  by  the  Annuity  Board's  exhibit 
during  the  state  convention  to  check  out  the  valuable 
resources  we  offer  Southern  Baptist  pastors,  other 
ministers  and  employees. 

Let  us  help  you  start  out  on  the  right  foot 
as  you  begin  the  journey  to  well-being.  ® 


ANNUITY  BOA 


OF  THE  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVE 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Life  Answers  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Jewish  customs  and  traditions  missionaries  on  furlough  from 
while  uncovering  the  revelation  Rundu,  Namibia,  shared  their 


crowns  for  completing  all 
Queen  level  Studi  Act  projects. 
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West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  recently  participated 
in  the  Acteen  Recognition 
Service.  Acteens  (pictured)  are 
Misty  Robinson,  Connie  Roye, 
Katherine  Waldrop,  Megan 
McKinney,  Maggie  Laster, 
Corrie  Vitalis,  and  Maggie 
Long..  Waldrop,  McKinney, 
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Palestine  Church,  Raymond, 
will  celebrate  the  oldest  festival 
in  civilization.  Marty  Cohen,  a 
Christian  and  a  Jewish  believer, 
travels  extensively  teaching 
Jewish  customs,  mainly  to 
Gentile  congregations.  Founder 
of  Messianic  Messages  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  Cohen  will  lead  this  Feast 

fKn  T  tinll 


Hope  of  the  Nations. 
Observance  of  the  Passover  as 
celebrated  by  Jesus  and  his  disci¬ 
ples  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  24  at  6  p.m.  Speaker  at  reg¬ 
ular  services,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  25. 


tion  call  (601)  733-2233. 

Hebron  Church,  Meridian, 
will  host  a  reception  in  honor  of 
Tommy' Jones,  pastor  on  Oct.  25 
at  2:30  p.m.  Jones  is  retiring 
after  T9  years  of  service.  He  has 
been  a  pastor  for  40  years. 

xm _ l. _ 


Longview  Heights  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  on  Aug.  30.  Wayne 
Marshall  is  pastor  of  Longview 
Heights  Church.  The  Mensnews 
can  be  contacted  at  6772  Goswell 
Court,  Germantown,  TN  38138 
or  call  (901)  758-3246. 
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Calvary  Church,  Petal,  held  ground  breaking  services  (pictured)  on  Aug.  30  for  a  Family  Life 
building  at  the  cost  of  $900,600.  The  completion  of  the  1 7,600  sq.  ft.  building  is  anticipated  by 
summer  of  1999.  Ben  Crim  is  chairman  or  the  building  committee.  David  Shofner  is  pastor. 

Staff  Changes 

First  Church  of  Lizana, 

Gulfport, - - - 

has  called 
Levi 
Helmuth  as 
pastor  effec¬ 
tive  Sept. 

27.  Helmuth 


continue  his 
education  at 
New 
Orleans 
Seminary. 


Helmuth 


VINYL  SIDING 


IT  COULD  BE  PRICELESS. 


Every  Southern  Baptist  church  is  different  —  including 
yours.  The  only  way  to  truly  know  if  you’re  getting  the 
best  insurance  value  is  an  on-site  analysis  by  someone 
specializing  in  church  insurance.  Church  Mutual  has 
specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  over  100  years. 

Today,  we  protect  more  churches  than  any  other 
insurance  company  in  America.  And  we  offer  an 
on-site  insurance  analysis  of  your  church  absolutely 
free.  Find  out  if  you’re  getting  the  best  — «  ,  i 

insurance  for  your  money.  VllUfU]  A 

Call  Church  Mutual:  The  Specialist 1  MlltlOlfl 

800-554-2642  ■■■  imuiiih 

C 1998  Ouch  Mutual  taonte  Compwy 


55.  a.m.  service.  G 

speaker  will  be  Benji 
vill  pre-  Sessums. 
se,  an 

ve  to  First  Church, 


Want  to  get  a  head  start 
on  your  college 
education  at  special 
prices? 

Mississippi  College  will  give  the  high 
school  class  of  2000  this  opportunity 
during  the  summer  of  1999. 

June  1  -  August  4,  a  special  program  will 
be  offered  that  will  allow  you  to  enroll  in 
actual  college  courses  for  college  credit. 

If  you  are  a  high  school  student  who  will 
graduate  in  2000,  you  can  take  two  academ¬ 
ic  courses  for  each  of  the  five-week  terms. 

Students  participating  in  this  program 
who  make  a  3.0  or  higher  g.p.a.  on  six  or 
more  academic  hours  receive  a  $1000 
scholarship  for  their  freshman  year  at  MC. 

For  application  and  additional 
information  contact: 

Dr.  Buddy  Wagner 
Mississippi  College 
Box  4016 

Clinton,  MS  39058 
601-925-3354 


Mississippi 

College 


The  Baptist  Record 


22,1998 


Don  Norris  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at  Star  Church,  Star,  on 
Oct.  4.  He  is  minister  of  youth  and  activities  at  Star  Church.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Vic  Bowman,  pastor;  Don  Norris;  and  Jennifer  Norris. 
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n cketoHS  Gen.  Ad..  SI  2  Groups  15+  Available  at:  Family  Christian  Stores.  Baptist  Bookstore. 
BeBop  Record  Stores.  MC  Bookstore  Order  by  phone:  1-800-965-9324  (V.  MC.D) 

For  more  info  call  601-925-3460.  Doors  open  at  7 i)Opm! 

a  Rendy  Lovelady  Management  production 


Rick  Robbins  was  recently  ordained  as  a  deacon  at  Hillcrest 
Church,  New  Albany.  He  is  the  third  of  three  sons  of  Marshall  (a 
deacon)  and  Shelia  Robbins  to  be  ordained  as  deacon.  Pictured 
(front,  from  left)  are  Steve  Robbins,  Rick  Robbins,  Tony  Robbins; 
(back  row)  Marshall  Robbins,  and  Dean  Timbes,  pastor.  David  Foley 
was  also  ordained  as  a  deacon  and  Jason  Blackburn,  minister  to 
youth  and  children,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry. 


First  Church,  Belzoni,  held  a  deacon  ordination  service  on  Sept. 
27  for  Alan  Roberts.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bob  Norsworthy,  guest 
speaker;  Roberts;  and  Grant  Arinder,  pastor.  A  reception  followed 
the  ordination  service. 


No  flu  shots 
at  convention 


The  Mississippi  College 
School  of  Nursing  will  be 
unable  to  administer  flu  shots 
at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting 
Oct.  27-28  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  a  spokesperson  has 
announced. 

"This  is  due  to  our  fall 
recess  occurring  during  the 
same  days  as  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  We  are 
sorry  that  we  will  not  be  there, 
and  we  hope  to  be  back  for  the 
1999  convention. 

"We  encourage  each  of  you 
to  get  a  flu  shot  either  through 
our  personal  physician  or 


Deborah  Bolian,  assistant  pro- 
e  school. 


Atwood,  Bain,  Inmon,  and  Brown 


Tony  M.  Inmon  was  recent¬ 
ly  ordained  into  the  ministry 
by  First  Church,  Oxford.  He  is 
the  son  of  Pat  and  Gerald 
Inmon  of  Oxford.  Inmon  grad¬ 
uated  from  Blue  Mountain 
College  (BMC)  in  May  and  is 
currently  serving  as  the  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  Cason  Church, 
NettletcH^  ja,e  Upends  New 
Orl^ans'sbrtnnaryi.^tension  in 
Birmingham,  Ala^"  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Tom  Atwood, 
pastor.  First  Church;  Douglas 
Bain,  professor  at  BMC;  Inmon; 
and  Wayne  Brown,  pastor, 
Cason  Church. 

Bill  Rainer  was  ordained  as 


deacon  at  Center  Grove 
Church,  Causeyville,  on  Aug.  2. 
Pictured  are  Rainer  and  Ervin 
Mooney,  pastor. 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Safety  is  our  first  priority. 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Rainer  and  Mooney 


--- 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 
1  -(61 5)?376-2287 

www.carpwttort)us.com 
Since  1953 


Explore  the  Bible 

Trusting  God 
to  meet  physical  needs 

Exodus  15:23-26;  16:11-14;  17:2b 


By  Walter  M.  Blackman 


What  if  you  picked  up  a 
Caribbean  Cruise  brochure  and 
it  said,  "Warning,  you  may  have 
to  endure  bitter  water,  hunger, 
thirst,  attacks  from  pirates,  and 
poor  organization/  All  of  us 
would  ask  for  a  prompt  refund. 
Many  of  the  early  settlers  of  our 
country  faced  those  very  perils, 
yet  they  came  and  brought  their 
families  in  search  of  a  new  life  of 
freedom.  As  God's  people  set 
out  for  the  promised  land,  they 
faced  great  challenges  to  their 
physical  needs.  They  com¬ 
plained  about  their  circum¬ 
stances,  but  in  every  instance, 
God  provided. 


The  experience  of  , 

the  Israelites  teaches  us  ac 
a  great  lesson  about  trusting 
God  to  meet  our  every  need. 

Provision  modified  (15:23- 
26).  The  hot,  dry  wilderness 
made  the  Israelites  very  thirsty. 
Water  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  life,  not  only  for  the  people, 
but  the  livestock  with  them. 
They  came  to  the  waters  of 
Mara.  The  name  Mara  in 
Hebrew  means  bitter.  Having 
no  water  was  bad  enough,  but 
finding  water  they  could  not 
drink  caused  the  people  to 
grumble.  Moses  prayed  to  the 
Lord  and  God  answered  by 
showing  Moses  a  tree  to  throw 
into  the  water.  The  type  of  tree 


Blackman 


Family  Bible  Series 

Bringing  hope 

2  Kings  5:2-6,  9-14 


By  Greg  Bowers _  name.  It  means  "son  of 

(the  storm  god) 

Sickness  is  no  respector  of  Hadad."  The  Bov 

persons.  It  doesn't  look  at  our  Arameans  (elsewhere 
position  in  life.  It  isn't  con-  called  Syrians)  were  a  potent 
cemed  with  what  we  have  or  political  force  during  the  time  of 
don't  have.  It  attacks  indiscrim-  Israel's  united  monarchy, 
inately,  but  people  respond  in  a  although  David  battled  success- 
v^pyty  of;  ways.  Some  are  filled  fully  against  them  and  married 
with  self-pity.  Some  become  the  daughter  of  an  Aramean 
bitter  and  lash  out.  Some  king.  That  marriage  produced 
become  unreasonable  in  their  Absalom,  David's  rebellious 
search  for  a  cure.  Naaman  son.  Naaman  is  highly  regarded 
probably  felt  all  of  those  emo-  in  Aram,  although  God  is  iden- 
tions  before  God  miraculously  tified  as  the  one  who  provides 


Sickness  is  no  respector  of 
persons.  It  doesn't  look  at  our 
position  in  life.  It  isn't  con¬ 
cerned  with  what  we  have  or 
don't  have.  It  attacks  indiscrim¬ 
inately,  but  people  respond  in  a 
v^ffety  of;  ways.  Some  are  filled 
with  self-pity.  Some  become 
bitter  ana  lash  out.  Some 
become  unreasonable  in  their 
search  for  a  cure.  Naaman 
probably  felt  all  of  those  emo- 


Bowers 


restored  his  health. 

Igniting  hope  (w.  2-3).  In 
verse  one,  we  are  introduced  to 
Naaman,  the  commander  of  the 
army  of  Ben-Hadad,  the  King  of 
Aram.  Ben-Hadad  may  have 
been  his  title  rather  than  his 


his  victories.  He  is  praised  for 
his  courage  and  loyalty  but  the 
verse  also  notes  the  sad  fact  that 
he  suffers  from  leprosy,  a  conta¬ 
gious  skin  disease  which  starts 
as  tingling  in  the  fingers  and 
toes  but  eventually  causes  limbs 


Life  and  Work 

Tackling  tough  situations 

2  Corinthians  7:6-9, 13b-15,  8:6, 16-17,  23; 
Titus  1:5, 10-11;  2:15;  3:14 


By  Michael  Johnson 


The  relationship  between 
Paul  and  the  church  at  Corinth 
was  difficult  at  best.  A  careful 
reading  of  1  and  2  Corinthians 
highlights  some  of  these  prob¬ 
lems  which  required  Paul  to 
make  several  trips  to  Corinth 
including  a  'painnil  visit'  (2  Cor 
2:1;  12:14;  13:1-2).  Space  does 
not  allow  for  a  fuller  treatment 
of  these  issues  but  they  can  be 
explored  with  the  aid  of  any 
good  commentary.  The  focus  of 
this  week's  lesson  is  to  high¬ 
light  Paul's  strategy  in  dealing 
with  the  difficulties  he  had  with 
the  Corinthians.  Instead  of  tak¬ 
ing  die  Scarlet  O'Hara  approach 
('Til  worry  about  that  tomor¬ 


row"),  Paul  not  only 
directly  addressed  t  .  „ 

the  problems,  he  Johnson 

took  the  initiative. 

Could  this  be  a  model  of  how 
we  might  deal  with  the  tough 
situations  we  face  in  life? 

Confrontation  (2  Cor  7:6-9, 
13b-15).  Paul  had  received  a 
variety  of  reports  on  the  prob¬ 
lems  that  plagued  the  church  in 
Corinth  (see  1  Cor  :11,  7:1). 
Apparently  Paul  did  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  deal  with  the  situation. 
There  are  indications  that  Paul 
not  only  made  a  visit  but  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  a  letter.  The  let¬ 
ter  was  delivered  by  Titus,  who 
brought  a  reply  to  Paul.  The 
Scripture  indicates  that  Paul's 
letter  and  Titus  had  been  favor- 


Moses  used  is  not  given, 
but  God's  power  and 
direction  changed  the 
bitter  water  into  refresh 
ingly  sweet  water. 
Furthermore,  after  the 
Lord  used  the  bitter 


water  as  a  test  of  faith 


for  his  people.  Leaving 
Mara,  the  Israelites  came 
to  Elim  and  found  twelve 
springs  of  water  with  date 
palms  around  them. 

Sometimes  in  our  lives,  we 
encounter  bitter  experiences. 
God  expects  us  to  trust  him  to 
change  our  bitter  moments  into 
something  useful  to  us,  to  oth¬ 
ers,  and  God's  glory.  Paul  told 
believers  to  trust  God  to  work  all 
things  together  for  good,  even 
the  bitter  waters  we  encounter  in 
ourjoumey  of  faith  (Rom  8:28). 

Provision  multiplied  (16:11- 
14).  Food  was  another  necessity 
God's  people  needed.  They 
grumbled  and  complained  to 
Moses  for  their  lack  of  food. 
Moses  prayed  and  the  Lord  pro¬ 


to  wither  and  literally 
fall  off.  Lepers  were  out¬ 
casts,  forcibly  removed 
from  their  families  and 
friends.  Naaman's  hopes 
were  undoubtedly 
raised  when  a  captive 
slave  girl  from  Israel  was 
assigned  to  his  wife.  She 
re  told  him  of  a  prophet  in 
Samaria  who  could  heal 
him.  That  prophet  was  Elisha. 

Fanning  hope  (w.  4-6).  The 
Aramean  king  was  anxious  for 
his  valuable  commander  to  be 
cleansed,  not  only  because  he 
was  a  trusted  friend,  but 
because  the  dreaded  disease 
would  eventually  rob  him  of  his 
top  military  aid.  He  sent 
Naaman  to  King  Joram  of  Israel 
with  expensive  gifts:  ten  talents 
of  silver  (750  pounds),  6,000 
pieces  of  gold  (150  pounds)  and 
ten  luxurious  sets  of  clothing. 
Naaman  also  carried  a  letter 
from  Ben-Hadad  to  the  Israelite 
king,  indicating  the  purpose  of 
the  treasures.  Ben-Hadad  and 


ably  received.  Apparently 
this  particular  crises  was 
over. 

By  nature,  people  tend 
to  avoid  conflict.  Yet  unre¬ 
solved  difficulties  can  be 
like  a  cancer,  when  left 
unchecked,  can  grow  and 
destroy  an  otherwise 
n  healthy  body.  The  quicker 
the  cancer  is  confronted 
and  excised,  the  overall 
chances  for  healing  are  dramati¬ 
cally  increased.  Confronting 
problems  and  working  with  oth¬ 
ers  to  solve  them  is  not  easy;  but 
when  done  successfully,  it  can 
open  the  door  for  further  spiritu¬ 
al  growth  and  stronger  relation¬ 
ships. 

Restoring  trust  (2  Cor  8:6, 16- 
17,  23).  One  of  Paul's  projects 
was  to  collect  famine  relief 
money  from  the  'Gentile 
Christian  churches'  for  the 
'Jewish  Christian  church'  in 
Jerusalem.  Paul  was  not  only 
concerned  about  the  physical 
welfare  of  all  the  chunmes,  but 


vided  another  test  of  faith.  He 
ave  them  bread  and  meat.  The 
read  was  provided  by  a  sub¬ 
stance  left  after  dew  evaporated 
called  manna.  In  the  evening, 
the  quail  landed  in  the  camp 
and  were  taken  by  the  Israelites 
for  meat.  The  Lord  revealed 
himself  as  the  one  who  not  only 
could  deliver  his  people,  but 
provide  for  them.  Christians 
need  to  remind  themselves  in 
times  of  testing  of  tire  Lord's  sal¬ 
vation,  but  also  his  ability  to 
provide  for  every  need.  Paul 
was  able  to  say  with  assurance 
the  God  he  served  could  supply 
all  our  needs  (Phil  4:19). 

Provision  supplied  (17:2b,  5- 
6).  The  Israelites  quickly  forgot 
their  lessons  in  faith  and  com¬ 
plained  to  Moses  again.  Instead 
of  trusting  God,  they  blamed 
Moses  for  taking  them  in  the 
wilderness  to  die.  They  should 
have  prayed  instead  of  com¬ 
plained.  Moses  prayed  to  the 
Lord  who  provided  a  rock  filled 
with  water.  Moses  obeyed  the 


Naaman  believed  that  money 
could  purchase  anything, 
including  good  health.  They 
did  not  realize  that  healing  was 
a  gift  from  God. 

Dashing  hope  (w.  9-12). 
Naaman  and  his  entourage 
arrived  at  Elisha's  house.  He 
expected  to  be  met  at  the  door 
and,  after  the  presentation  of 
gifts,  to  depart  healed.  Instead 
of  meeting  Naaman  at  the  door, 
Elisha  sent  a  message:  wash 
seven  times  in  the  Jordan  River. 
Naaman  was  outraged.  He  even 
thought  to  himself,  "If  washing 
in  a  river  is  the  only  thing  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  healed,  I  would  rather 
stay  home  and  wash  in  our  clean 
local  rivers  than  wash  in  the 
muddy  Jordan  River."  Naaman 
expressed  two  common  charac¬ 
teristics  of  hopeless  people:  des¬ 
peration  and  bitterness.  He  had 
likely  tried  every  cure  in  the 
world  and  lashed  out  when  this 
seemingly  last  ditch  effort  failed. 

Fulfilling  hope  (w.  13-14). 
Naaman's  servants  were  more 


he  was  concerned  about  the 
relationships  between  the 
churches  for  there  had  been  con¬ 
siderable  tension  between  the 
Gentile  and  Jewish  Christians 
(see  Acts  15).  Paul  apparently 
understood  that  after  conflict, 
there  needs  to  be  a  way  in  which 
relationships  can  be  restored 
and  trust  can  be  rebuilt. 

No  doubt  through  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  offering  Paul  was 
seeking  to  strengthen  the  bond 
between  the  Jews  and  Gentile 
Christians.  By  sending  Titus  to 
collect  an  offering  from  the 
Corinthians,  Paul  was  indicat¬ 
ing  his  confidence  that  they 
would  want  to  be  part  of  this 
larger  missionary  endeavor.  By 
allowing  the  Corinthians  to 
participate  in  the  offering,  Paul 
was  also  demonstrating  mat  his 
trust  has  been  restored. 

Commitment  (Titus  1:5,  10- 
11;  2:15;  3:14).  Our  study  now 
shifts  to  Paul's  letter  to  Titus. 
Titus  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Christian  church  in  Crete 


Lord's  command  to  strike  the 
rock  with  his  staff  and  the  water 
flowed  freely.  Christians  need 
to  learn  to  take  their  requests  to 
the  Lord  instead  of  complaining 
and  grumbling  about  tneir  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  same  God  who 
caused  water  to  flow  from  a 
rock  can  supply  any  need  we 
have  today.  Jesus  told  the 
Samaritan  woman  at  the  well  he 
could  provide  water  which 
would  quench  all  her  thirst  and 
would  be  a  well  of  water 
springing  up  to  life  everlasting 
(John  4:14).  In  God's  time,  Jesus 
was  'struck'  and  the  Rock  of  our 
salvation  gushed  forth  with  a 
life-giving,  life-sustaining,  and 
life-changing  flow.  Have  you 
taken  a  drink  from  the  Rock  of 
God,  the  Lord  Jesus?  God  has 
supplied  every  provision  we 
need  for  life.  Do  we  ask  for  and 
trust  God  to  provide  our  needs 
or  do  we  complain  and  grumble 
at  every  challenge  we  face? 

Blacbnan  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Marion. 


rational  than  he.  They  lovingly 
entreated  him  to  at  least  by  the 
required  remedy.  They  displayed 
a  "what  doyou  have  to  lose?" 
mentality.  Tneir  words  moved 
Naaman  into  action  and  he  ste- 
ped  down  into  the  Jordan  River. 
After  seven  washings,  he  was 
healed.  He  immediately  traveled 
to  Elisha's  house  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  faith  in  the  true  God  of 
Israel.  He  also  offered  Elisha  a 
monetary  reward,  but  Elisha 
refused.  He  had  not  performed 
the  miracle  for  reward  but  for 
God's  glory.  Naaman  requested 
and  received  two  sackfuls  of 
Israelite  dirt  to  take  back  to  Syria 
in  order  to  build  an  altar  to  the 
true  God.  He  seemed  sincere  in 
his  dedication  to  God,  but,  in 
verse  18,  he  issued  a  disclaimer: 
"don't  feel  badly  toward  me  if  I 
bow  down  and  worship  the  king 
once  I  arrive  home  in  Syria."  He 
wasn't  quite  ready  for  total  unre¬ 
served  commitment. 

Bowers  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Indianola. 


where  he  had  been  left  by  Paul 
to  correct  many  of  the  disorders 
which  had  arisen  in  the  church. 
Titus'  experiences  in  Corinth  no 
doubt  qualified  him  to  confront 
the  situation  on  Crete. 

Here  we  find  that  persever¬ 
ance  and  following  through  are 
critical  elements  when  dealing 
with  difficult  situations  (3:13- 
14).  As  we  examine  the  entire 
letter  we  are  struck  by  Paul's 
advice  in  chapter  2  to  be  living 
examples  of  the  doctrines  that 
we  profess.  God's  grace  not 
only  instructs  on  how  to  live 
but  gives  us  the  power  in  which 
to  live.  Many  of  the  tough  situ¬ 
ations  we  confront  aid  not 
develop  overnight;  likewise  it 
will  take  a  significant  amount  of 
time  and  work  to  overcome 
them.  If  we  are  not  successful  at 
our  first  attempt  to  persevere, 
don't  despair.  Press  on  ...Paul 
did!  (2  Timothy  4:8-9) 

Johnson  is  a  professor  in  the 
Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy 
Department  at  Mississippi  College. 
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♦  123  Your  Street  Address  ♦  Your  City,  MS  54321  ♦  John  Q.  Doe,  Pastor 


Many  pastors  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  communicat¬ 
ing  with  their  members 
through  weekly  or 
monthly  columns.  When 
preparing  your  newsletter,  you  might  consider 
utilizing  a  portion  of  the  space  for  a  pastor's 
column.  Words  of  encouragement,  thoughts  to 
ponder,  or  promotion  of  events  are  just  a  few 
ideas  of  what  your  pastor  may  choose  to  write 
about  in  his  own  editorial. 
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subscriptions  for  your  church  newsletter  on  the  outside  page  of 
members  (Every  Family  Plan)  you  The  Baptist  Record, 
could  publish  your  church  or  asso-  For  a  free  worksheet  to  deter- 
ciational  newsletter.  That's  it.  mine  the  money  your  church 
There  are  no  additional  charges  for  could  save,  contact  Debbie  Sills  at 
postage,  printing,  or  materials.  (601)  292-3375  or  1-800-748-1651. 


FIFTH  QUARTER;  Oct. 
23.  Meet  at  the  church 
9:30  p.m.  after  Friday's 
game.  This  week's  fifth 
quarter  will  be  held  at 
the  Stewarts'  home. 


Tfianksgurin# 

Dinner 

The  annual  Turkey  Dinner 
Celebration  has  been  scheduled 
for  Nov.  20  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  Our  youth 
will  be  providing  the  entertain¬ 
ment.  Tickets  are  $5.00.  Anyone 
wishing  to  help  provide  pump¬ 
kin  pie  or  dressing  please  con¬ 
tact  the  church  office. 


Frontline:  Bible 

Study  Wednesday 
night  at  6:30  p.m.  A 
time  of  music,  fun,  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  Bible 


Q/4Catoc  Q/fyoles .... 

A  Star  is  ‘Born 
Christmas  Cantata 
Dec.  13  at  7:00  p.m. 
Rehearsal  Wed.  6:45  p.m. 
Extra  Rehearsal:  Dec.  5, 11:30  a.m. 
Dress  Rehearsal:  Dec.  12  at  6:00  p.m 


Supper  5:15  p.m. 
Mission  M(gs.  6  p.m. 
Prayer  Mtg.  7  p.m. 


Sunday's  Statistics 

October  18, 1998 

Sunday  School . 

Budget  Receipts. 

Designated  Gifts 

Total  Receipts . 

Receipts  To  Date. 

Needs  To  Date.... 


Sam  Hughes. 
Baptist 

Jamie  Tucker. 


.$617.50 


. $6827.23 

$121,911.59 

$119,699.14 

....$2,212.45 


WELCOME  OUR  NEW  MEMBERS... 

The  Joe  Smith  Family 

What  a  wonderful  way  to  welcome  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  introduce  them  to  your  congregation! 


Nursery  Workers  Needed!! 

Advertise  for  special  positions  or  for  meetings, 


Keep  track  of  your  Mission 
Offering  Goals! 


Adding  pictures  to  your  page  personalizes  it. 


Son 

M on 

Xuet> 

Use  ASA  REMINDER 

Of  THE  EVENTS 

DURING  THE  WEEK 

OR  MONTH. 

Women  on 

Mission  10a.m. 
Visitation  5:45  p.m. 

Men's  Prayer 
Breakfast  6  a.m. 

Thors 

Fri 

Sat 

Single  Adult  Bible 
Study  7  p.m. 

Youth  Lock-in 

5:30  p.m.  in 

Gym 

Gospel  Concert 
6:30  p.m. 

Dominican  Republic  relief  efforts  underway 

SANTO  DOMINGO,  Dominican  the  Caribbean  created  an  immediate  need  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  have  dis- 
Republic  (BP)  —  Yolanda  Abrea  had  a  for  volunteers  and  donations  to  help  peo-  tributed  more  than  1,000  sheets  of  zinc 

decision  to  make:  Stay  and  weather  pie  rebuild  their  devastated  lives.  roofing  materials  and  started  a  food  relief 

Hurricane  Georges  in  her  house  or  go  to  The  need  for  donations  is  compounded  program  helping  720  families, 
the  storm  shelter  and  chance  losing  all  her  by  massive  flooding  in  Bangladesh,  for  Eight  roofing  teams  of  up  to  six  people 
possessions  to  thieves.  which  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  also  each  are  needed  in  the  Dominican 

_  are  mobilizing  relief  ministries.  Republic  immediately,  Wilson  said. 

B  The  IMB  released  more  than  $166,000  Experience  in  building  roof  trusses  is  des- 
Oct.  16  for  food  distribution  in  the  perately  needed. 

Dominican  Republic.  Additional  money  There  also  is  a  need  for  another  eight 
will  be  released  for  roof  construction  as  teams  to  work  on  St.  Kitts,  the  Leeward 
'  '  1  "'j|  i“  funds  become  available.  Island  hardest  hit  by  Georges. 

|  M§!  Financial  resources  are  running  low  in  People  interested  in  participating  in  a 

t  .  ■  A*  T  »  the  board's  general  disaster  relief  fund  due  project  —  or  in  obtaining  more  informa- 

££SJHk  - . '  9  to  fbe  extensive  needs  in  both  the  tion  about  future  projects  —  may  contact 

^  Caribbean  Basin  and  Bangladesh.  Mickey  Caison  at  the  North  American 

:  '"A  ‘3®  ■  u *  v£«-V4fe  *\ *  ■» Donations  are  being  used  as  quickly  as  Mission  Board  at  (770)  410-6442  or  Joyce 

I  '■€$ LfTl  they  are  received.  Glover  at  the  International  Mission  Board 


UNEXPECTED  DAMAGE  — 
Mary  Virgin  avoided  losing  her 
roof  to  hurricane  winds,  but 
the  tree  in  her  front  yard  was 
pushed  over  and  fell  across  her 
house.  Virgin,  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  in  Bonao, 
Dominican  Republic,  was  not 
injured.  Southern  Baptists  will 
help  re-roof  hundreds  of  hous¬ 
es  in  the  Dominican  Republic 
and  islands  throughout  the 
Caribbean  that  were  damaged 
in  Hurricane  Georges.  (BP 
photo  by  Chris  Turner) 


“But  the  winds  got  so  strong.  Thev  came  ministry.  We  meet  their  basic  W.  ; 

and  told  us  we  needed  to  get  to  the  shelter."  needs,  but  we  also  share  with  PV  ’  . ,• f,  >  * 

Thieves  didn't  get  her  possessions,  but  them  about  the  love  of  Jesus 

rains  associated  with  the  hurricane  did.  Christ.  This  gives  us  a  tremen- 

Nearly  everything  was  soaked  after  the  dous  platform  to  share  the 

wind  stripped  away  the  roof  of  her  house.  gospel."  IjC® 

But  Abrea  still  fared  better  than  most  in  As  in  Bangladesh,  flooding 
the  Dominican  Republic.  More  than  caused  most  of  the  deaths  in  the 

100,000  people  were  driven  from  their  Dominican  Republic.  Flood 

homes  after  Georges  slammed  into  the  damage  also  is  a  more  wide-  Pfff, jg“  .*($[•.  4>:. 

southeast  side  of  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  spread  concern  than  the  damage 

What  the  110-plus-mph  wands  didn't  do,  initially  done  by  the  hurricane.  ** Mr.#  ^  ^  J  ’  '•  \|-4 

widespread  flooding  did.  More  than  260  “One  thing  that  won't  show  ■  aT-  e  wU***"  '  '  ?  A 

people  were  killed  and  90%  of  the  nation's  up  in  the  hurricane  statistics  is  j  > 

food  crops  —  mostly  rice  and  bananas  —  the  loss  of  life  due  to  illness  and  j  •  *')  A: ±  T\  f 

were  destroyed.  disease,"  Wilson  said.  "With  the  ^  It/  ’ ?• r*£Z*&* A  S  - £Lj 

"These  people  are  in  a  desperate  situa-  contaminated  water  and  the 
tion,"  said  Eddie  Pettit,  a  damage  assessor  mud,  things  like  hepatitis  and  NOT  MUCH  LEFT  —  When  hurricane  winds  blow,  it 
working  with  the  Southern  Baptist  typhoid  are  going  to  become  a  is  usually  the  homes  of  the  poor  that  suffer  the  most  dam- 
Intemational  Mission  Board  (IMB).  real  problem.  age.  Eddie  Pettit,  a  damage  assessor  with  the 

"Storms  like  this  just  wreak  havoc  on  peo-  At  least  five  cases  of  typhoid  International  Mission  Board,  examines  what  little  roof 
pie's  lives."  have  already  been  reported  at  and  walls  remain  of  a  house  in  the  Dominican  Republic. 

Pettit's  job  was  to  evaluate  where  one  refugee  center  and  several  More  than  100,000  people  lost  houses  and  more  than 
Southern  Baptist  resources  could  be  used  cases  of  dengue  fever,  a  disease  260  were  killed  as  a  result  of  Hurricane  Georges.  (BP 
effectively.  The  extensive  damage  across  carried  by  mosquitoes.  photo  by  Chris  Turner) 
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Fla.  Baptists  report  subtle  expansion  of  gambling 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  has  the  capability  to  electroni-  A  difficulty  in  regulating  A  main  provi 
—  The  fact  that  Florida  has  cally  deactivate  the  machine  if  gaining  in  Florida  is  the  prolix-  based  gambling 

voted  down  full  casino  gam-  a  minor  tries  to  buy  a  ticket.  If  a  eration  of  "casino  cruises,"  Seminole  Indie 

bling  three  times  doesn't  mean  minor  does  obtain  a  ticket  from  which  try  to  get  around  state  Palaces,  located 

that  gambling  opportunities  in  the  machine,  the  vendor  is  lai 

the  state  aren  t  expanding,  said  penalized  by  having  to  staff  ga 

Bill  Bunkley,  a  legislative  con-  two  clerks  at  he  location, 
sultant  for  the  Florida  Baptist  Even  with  hose  provisions,  no 
Convention.  teens  have  too  ready  an  access  sai 

The  Florida  legislature  is  to  he  machines,  which  fre-  Fl< 
expanding  gambling  at  some  quently  are  placed  in  shopping  Gc 
level  on  an  annual  basis,  malls,  Bunkley  said.  an 

Bunkley  said.  During  he  1998  Several  key  pieces  of  legisla-  ful 
session,  legislators  reduced  he  tion  in  19%  paved  the  way  for  th 
number  of  clerks  required  for  the  player-activated  machines,  as 
self- vending  lottery  ticket  well  as  authorized  card  rooms  at  ga 
machines  from  two  to  one  in  pari-mutuel  wagering  facilities.  pr 
order  to  expand  he  pool  of  Florida  allows  two  of  three  Io< 
retailers  qualified  to  use  he  classes  of  gaming:  class  I  —  co 
machines.  The  law  also  extend-  social  games  wih  low  stakes —  do 
ed  instant  lotto  vending  after  and  class  II  —  bingo,  pulltabs,  no 
an  18-monh  trial  period,  antic-  lotteries,  and  non  nouse-bank- 
ipating  a  gross  annual  revenue  ing  card  games,  such  as  poker.  av 
of  about  $9.5  million.  Class  III  gambling  —  full  ga 

The  vending  machines  are  casino  gambling  which  includes  es, 
supposed  to  be  under  he  direct  slot  machines  and  blackjack  —  inj 
supervision  of  he  clerk,  who  is  illegal  in  the  state.  th< 
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The  palaces  must  work  within 
he  same  perimeters  as  any  other 
gaming  establishment  in  he 
state,  offering  solely  class  I  and  II 
forms  of  gaming. 

Bunkley  said  now  is  he  time 
for  Florida  Baptists  to  ask  candi¬ 
dates  before  the  November  elec¬ 
tions  about  heir  positions  on 
"any  expansion  of  gambling," 
not  just  whether  they  support 
casino  gambling  in  he  state. 

"Florida  Baptists  need  to 
regain  heir  vigilance  and  their 
watch  for  any  sign  from  elected 
officials,  potential  candidates 
or  staff  persons  for  he  state  of 
Florida,  of  an  openness  or  will¬ 
ingness  for  even  a  slight  expan¬ 
sion  of  any  gambling  interests 
or  activities,  Bunkley  said. 
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XAW  BEHX  TEJ 


QRAO  HSY:  NRVXJ-NRDV 


Clue:  T  -  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Ephesians  Five  Six. 
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